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3 AND ARMOYR OF CHOICE, 
FOR SION SOVLDLIERS, 


Which,whoſoeuer weareth graciouſly,ſhall be ſure of the. 
beſt honour, comfort and ſafetie (whether he liue or 
dic in the bactell) that can come to a Chriſtian ſouldicr. 

Very neceſſary for thele times, 
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TO 
REVEREND,LOVING. AND 
BELOVED FRIENDS (BOTH 
Magiſtrates, Miniſtew and others) who loue the 
Sion of our God, and to ſuch-friends of theirs alſo as 
vnto whom they ſhall thinke good to impart this booke 
(for the end here propoſed,) and in concluſion to all 

chem who intend to publiſh any Treatiſe: Grace and 

peace be multiplied from God the Father,and 
from our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, Amen, 


AN Pi divine Mazeftic to withhold 
oy me by much weakneſſe 4 great 
A while of late from preaching his 
C4 Holy word, 1 ſearched my heart 
> Wwheresn 1 might do moſt ſeruice 
(in theſe my o{dyeares and decay- 
ing dayes) 19 my good God, and moſt good to his Church, 
by awy other talent which he hath beſtowed pon me. 
Hazing aſmall one inwriting, I reſolued to wſe it now 
(«9 called thereunts.) Onr glorious God ſaxth by Solo- 


wg, k SF God of howor & louet ſo pleaſing 


mons pes, Without counſell, purpoſes are diſap. *'%%* 5.22 


pointed, bur inthe multitude of counſellers; they 
atecltabliſhed, 7 deſire jherefore 10 haue my poore 
"OE Ong by "ES bo 
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CNW Enutrerd, lowing oy beloutd ia the 


{if 


theirs alſo) thereby to obterne ſound counſell, Heartily 
then 1 beſeech you in tat graggous God of ours, to ſhew 


me your loge in this action: herein chiefly, viz. if you 


finde any thing in this Treatiſe which mpht diſhonour 


" eur good God, or 40 any mancr of hurt 10 his Sion, that 


you will adamoniſh m: of it. As 1 ought not, [61 will not 
be tnage of mine owne workes (there being nothin? 
wherein 4 man my (ooncr decerue himſelfe.) Bookes (in 
my iudgement)'require 4 greater purifying then gold, 
yes and a more exccllent fire alſoto purge them. No ma- 
tertall fire purgthgold ſo well, as the ſpirits of Gods 


childoen (a famors kind of fire) do purge thoſe bookes . 


which are [ubmitteato that moſt true and truſtie triall. 
Sol call it, becauſe ſuch ſpirits doe make they triall by 
the word (that fire of fires) though be not of his minde 
for the time of impreſiion, who ſaid, Nonum prewan- 
tur in annum ( publiſh your bockes the ninth yeare,) 
yet amT inſt of the ſame mans minae for taking a larze 
z1me bothto rewi/e and aduiſe ; yet T deſire nat to tie 6- 


thers onto my maner of publiſhing booke:,or to taxe any 


who take lefſe time and counſel m penning & fpreacing, 
abroad of their works, if they take [o much as may ſhew 
that they be nor of apriuate ſpirit , and reader 10 offer 
wnto the world nimis precocia quam ſatis preparata, 
things rather too haſtily ripened, then ſufficiently pre. 
pared.There will be wants when the longeſt and beſt care 
is take; ( far who can ſay that bu heart pen or tongue are 
perfect?) much mare aoth great hafte make great waſte. 
Tou ſhall perceiue that 1 finde fault with ſuch kinde 
of haſte : and here 1 aduiſe all writers to take good lei- 
ſure, This alſo 1 adde (out of my experience from the 

| preſent 


labours pernſed by many of my iudicious friends (and 


rey 


preſent T "on ) for inducing others the ſeonts and 
616 more to rely on that old prowerb, Plus vident oculi 
q/am oculu+ (4 great many of cies ſee more then one,) 
Viz. Las to my remembrance 1 newer ſhewed this booke 
' 10-nv,04 [ was mouted neceſſarily to put in or take ont 
ſ--_ev hat (ſo ag i»ſt the next impreſiion, if the godly 
experienced ſee cauſe,1 purpoſe to do.) And 1 moſt hum- 
bly thanke our gractous God for giuing mee the minde 
and the meane: to haue the tagement of diuers godly 
4nd worthy men in ths action, which yet alſ o1 ſeeke 
more and more, (v/ing the Preſſe 48 4 heipe at this time 
19 that end.) No more now but that I humbly be- 
ſeech our bleſſedGed to blefſe you and yours,and all your 
emploimentsand ſtudies: and withall I deſire your pray- 
ers for a bleſſing to me and my endewours, ſo 45 we all 
in all our purpoſes and actions may ſecke his glorie. 
To God our Father almightie, and to hs dearely beloyed 
Sonnet our bleſſed Lord and Sauionr Chriſt Ieſws, and to 
the holy Spirit, three Perſons and ene God gnoſt wiſe, 
boly, inſt and wercifull, be all honour, praiſe, 
and thankcs for euer and cucr, | 
Amen, 


Ts 
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ECO TENINTTTTES 


To thoſe patterne Captaines (fo | 
call them who are Leaders by their godly exam. 


pl-) of the Artillerie and Militarie in the Citie of Lon- 
don (that famous Citie of the kingdome, his M aicſtics 


molt irong, fafe and truſtie Chamber ) and ro all others 
theie, who any way haue any ſpeciall hand for vpho!d- 
ing the praiſe of Chiualrie ( in what effices ſoeucr 


they beſetled ).I with all maner, of peace from the God ' 


of p-ace, and all holy and prouident preparaticn for 
a'l kinds of godly warre, 


He wiſe whi Bethſheba deſeri- 
bed,hath bin,ts naw,and for cuer 
by ſhall be a peerleſſe patterne to all 


LY 
F ; F fe : 
eu \ worthy ations concernims? mat- 
=DF 


PANTS of Chinalrie{that the know- 
SANSEPN [SIC ledge and exeraſe thereof may 
ae not decay in Ci'izens) han? bin, 
are now, and I hope will be a notable example is the pre- 
[ert age,and to all joſteritie . Therefore as it is ſaid of 
the Vertuow wife, A woman that feareth GoJ,ſhall 
be praiſed:Her children riſe vp,and call her biefſed: 
Her husband praiſcth her: her owne wot kes praiſe 
her: So ſay I of you: The traitnng vp of the Cities Va- 
liart men, yea youths, nay very childsen in feates of 
armes (being firſ} tauzht to ſeare their God, and tobe ar- 
ed againſt,and fight againſt Satan) cauſcth thoſe chil. 
aren to r1ſe vp and bleſſe both parents and Preachers, 
| =_— RET 
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44d Captaines for thety education: yea and it maketh the 

whole land to reiovce in their good God for the worthie 
patterne which you giue to the kingdome in theſe right 

worthy adtions both for bode and foule, Hereby you ſhew 
Iuds.18,7,5,9. rhat y0u are not like the late perple of Laiſh , wyo by 
their careleſneſſe were fit tobe made a prey to any that 

would inuaae them. Go on good Citizens thus to ioyne 

religion and proweſſe, pietie (by the peaceable word) and 

policie (by the prenenting ſword: ) ſo ſhall your workes 
continue to praiſe you in thegates,and to cauſe the praiſe 

of our glorious God to ſound both in earth and in hea- 

nen. For your better progreſſe herein, 1 haue ſent you 

(enen firſt of all) alittle Treatiſe touching the antiqut- 

tie and nobilitie of gracious Souldiers , aud conceruving 

the hily bebautour which they ought to haue, without 

which, no ſcience, myſterie or art, no not the ſeuen Libe- 

rall Arts, no nor any other knowledge whatſoeuer, are of 

any rec oning, with our God. The Lord our God bleſſe 
x #t to you, and bleſſe you all, and the whole Citie alſo, 
eſpecially with cont enuance of that good word of onr good 
God, ſo powerfully preached, and with your mcreaſe of 

loue and obearence thereunto, together with all kinas of 
godly peaceand with each good means to maintain them: 

and all this ina meſt leng,quitt and bleſſed reigne of our 

gracious Soueraigne Lord King lames, Amen. 
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To the worthie Captaines. and to 
the whole Companies of the Artillerie in other 
Cities and Townes of ovr Nation, who haue imitated 
this famous patterne of the Citie of the Kingdome, 
and chiefly to Londons notable neighbours for imita- 
tion, meane them of the Artillerie at Weſtminſter, and 
coall other gracious h:Ipers thereunto,, the ſelfe ſame 
peace in the {-Ife ſame ſort, that.is.to ſay,all maner ho- 
ly peace in the God of peace. | 


d©,00 © 2aÞ9 T1 one of the preateſt honours 
2 27) =» EY hat maybe, to follow the ſteps 
Rb _ of good men 1n 2004 actions. The 
| 1&7 praiſe and benefit hereof you ve- 

D\ LA ceiue to Gods glorie, by imitating 
GED E—&_) your renowned Mother-Citie of 
, ma > 2 London in training vÞ your pro- 
le for 5kill iz warre. The in- 
ereaſe in this Skill, is a meanes to ſtrike a feare into in- 
weterate fors, who otherwiſe will watch opportunities 
[0 offer ſtrokes . Olde wilie foxes are venturouns upon 
lambes in places where they winde no foote, nor baite, 
wor grinne. Olde kues will quickly ſpte where nets be - 
Prepared, and where not, Olde Rawens will ſoone ſmell 
both match and powder : and olde robbers of houſes will 
ſoone perceiue which houſes are ſtrong, and which are 
aweake. Right ſoit with old enemies to a nation, well 


3 Jeu 


ou know (by reaſon of many ionrneys about your af- 
feires) that the werie ſight of « // werd makes a theefe 
"ſtay his hand ſometimes (though not his heart, ) yea 
anaby-Goas retraining power ſanes ſome threates from 
catte1e : Right ſo in peace, a preparatien for warre 
makes the enemies heart to faint, andthe hearts of geod 


men to reiozce. The holdeth in the ſpiritual warre al- 
ſo, by preparing to haue that ſword of the Spirit readie 


bath tn the ereater andleſſer Churches of our God; ye. 
and readre alſs in euerie heauenly hand of each new 
horne Chriſtian ( conſidering the preat ſubriltie and 
ſtrength of that eld Serpent, our irreconcileable aducy- 
farie.) Imitaie your honourable Mother, in her ſo ma- 
ny ho!y prouiſions and act ons : imitate her in the dou- 
ble, by pictie I meane ana by policie ; by prouidine both 
the heauenly and the earthly ſword : endenour you alſo 
alwaies as ſhe duth, touſe all good mcanecs for defend- 
inp our (clues and your countrie : amony# others, 
practiſe effecFually that laudable tramning preſcribed 
by a proutdent order. Thus defend your ſelues: yea and 

e you, and let ys all be defenders ener, offende; 5 ne- 


wer. Let not your wſe in armes be ont of your armes (a + 


a thing vnaccuſtomed.) Our proverb ts, Vle legges 
and haue Jegges: /o 7 ſay, Vie armes skiltully, and 


O $4, 
haue skill in armes. Be you then religious more and 


more, ard be you allo valorous more and more : con- 


tinue tovring oÞ your youth tn the trade of both theſe 
wazes; ſo ſhall they net depart from them: both theſe be 
haly wayes to enter into, and to walke in. For your bet « 
ter treading intheſe peaceable, yet preventing © defen- 
ding paths, and for your true oſe of warre when you 


haxe .- 


hae occaſion (which our good God keepe ws from, if it 
be his bleſſed will) I haue likewiſe ſent you (aforehand 
alſo) my collettions of thoſe eight links, and rhe chaine 
made of them, together with a deſcription of your Ar. 
our of choice and proofe. No mare at this time, but 
the Lord our God ſo guiae you flill in holy attions, as 
that you may do them cheerfully and conStantly, 10 your 
owne prinate and your countries publicke good, 
and atwayes to hes glorie in the firſt 
ana higheſt place. | 
Amen. 
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SPIRITVAL CHAINE, 
AND ARMOYR OF CHOICE, 
. FOR SION SOVLDIERS. 


Y Earing of warres and of ru- 
\Þ\ mors of warres , vnto which 
= many fouldiers of many coun- 
= tries in Chriſtendome were 
like to be ſent, I haue written 
go 4 Plaine and bore Treatiſe, 
>| Morc and more to ltirre vp 
{ſo many of thetm now (and o- 
thers hereafter) as by any meanes way haae vie of 
it, vnto a gracious cariage in this high calling ot 
theirs; which ſo much concernerh not onely them- 
ſclues, but all Chriſtian Churches and Common- 
wealthsalſo, yea andthe glorie of God withall,to= 
gether with their owne particular ſatetie, (for the 
berrer ſetting forth of his glorie.) A ſhort Treatiſe 
(in compariſon) I write, becauſe I feare that it ir 
were long,there would be much wane of fit rime, 
and much more of g00d will to reate it, (the mul- 
tipliciticot bookes-confidered.) A Plaine Treatiſe 
I write, becauſe moſt ſonldiers are'plaine men, al. 
rogether vnleamed touching = Skill inthe Arts: 


» 4; 
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z A ſpiritnall Chaine 

for whoſe ſake it is,that when I vie any illuſtration 
in Latin (for more dclight to the learned) I omir 
not torranſlate it. Now if there be a bleſſed peace 
in moſt places, yea or in euery place before my 
booke cometh torth, I ſhall much reioyce at it, as 
he who wiſheth that all Chriſtian Kings and Prin- 
ces would labour to wake Hatc yon ncalits for bree- 
ding Son birds, and thatnone of them would nou- 
riſh ſuch Romiſh Rauens, Hawkes and Harpies as 
delight in cruell preying vpon innocents (Prin- 
ces and all) more then in true prayer to the true 
God. Yer ſeeing watres are as like to continue in 
the world as diſcaſes (both being ſent of our God 
as puniſhments for {inne) my booke may ſtand in 
ſuch ſtead. as medicines, printed long before for 
ſuch and ſuch maladics when people fall into them. 
Weapons are prouided in peace againſt the time 
of warrez and why not counſels ? Surely both theſe 
are neceſſary aforehand. Now as the Apoſtle Paul 
ſaid touching his bretbren the lewes, 14y hearts de- 


Rom.to.z., Jire and prayer for iſrael,ss, that they may be ſaued: lo 


2,591M,32, 


Num, 23,27, 


ſay I for Proteſtant ſouldiers ( my Chriſtian bre- 
thren) my hearts deſire and prayer for them, is,that 
they way be holy, and doe worthily,like King Da- 
ids Worthies: yea ſo worthily, as they that walk 
by the eye and word of their God (this being the 
onely way to haue Gods Angels to protect them, 
and the {out of a King amoneit them ,. yea and the 
King ot Kings on their ſide.) Thus ſhall they ſhew 
themſelves gracious ſouldiers and truly religious, 
both by profeſſion and praiſe. No other ſorts wil 
reſpect ſuch Armour and ſuch a Chaine as this, 

7 wholc 


for Ston fouldiers. 3 
whoſe linkes are found in the word, and put toge- 
ther by the word. Theſe links, this armour and this 
chaine,[ wiſh to all Sox ſouldiers.By Sox ſouldicrs 
I meane ſuch as earneſtly contend for the faith once gi- 
wen to the Saints, ſhewing their good faith by good 
workes; and vtterly abhorring that Whore of Ba. 
bylon as well for herlooſe life, as for her diucllith 
dofrine. For this departares ſake, by beleeving, 
ſpeaking and doing,(orat leaſtwiſe tor the outward 
profeſhon hereof) I calf them generally Sion ſoul. 
diers. If any ot them doe not anſwer fo worthy a 
departure, and ſo worthy names asare here giucn 
them for this departures ſake , ſo much the more 
they have to anſwer hereafter, becauſe they abuſe 
their honorable calling and name. It is my dutie, 
and not my offence,to iudge in loue of ſuch,and tov 
giuc the beſt titles and termes I can to ſuch, whoſe 
- Baptiſme, Profeſhon, Vowes, Education, Vocation 
and God do call them with a loud voice, to be the 
ſelfe ſame in deed, which 1 in words name them, 
(Sion ſouldicrs, ſacred ſouldiers.) Gracious men wil 
notrake ſoligh titles in vaine, but abandon vani. 
ties, and follow the waycs of wiſedome. 1] delirc 
thar this little booke may do them good herein. Tt 
cometh not haſtily abroad, no ſooner penned bur 
printed, Lapwing-like. T hey report that thizbird 
1s more forward both for foote and wing then 0- 
ther birds are, inſomuch as it will runne 2way with 
the ſhell onithead, and quickly take fight allo: 
{o do many Lapwing bookes now adayes. For in 
our time this ſaying of So/omon 15 more and more 
verified : There is no end of making many bookes;, and 

B 2 much 


lude veiſe 3, 


Cterihimg ind 
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4  Aſbiritaall Chaine 
much, flndie is 4 wearineſſe to the fleſo : and that alſo 
of the Poct,-'*- - 

Both learned and unlearned men, 

Each where apace we plie the pen. . 

Had I therefore knowne of any in our dayes,who 
had written purpoſcly of this ſubie&t, 1 would 
haue kept ſilence, and not ventured vpon the ha- 
:ard of doing ſo necdlcfle a worke as that which 
alrcady is done, But finding none (by fight or re- 


. port) who haue made it their labour in ſuch ſort 


as they who take it for their taske , though ſome 
haue dealt graciouſly therein by the way, and per- 


cceiuing it to be a thing worth the labour, (yea and 


a whole and long labour) rather then it ſhould be 
vnhaadled, 1 haue tet a weake hand to it. This mat- 
ter offererth one iuſt occaſion (before I go any far- 
ther) to write at large of che moſt worthy and an- 
cient protcthon of a Souldier : yet (ith I doubt not 
bur this truth is generally receined, I will onely 
hand'c it in briete, and fo come to the maine point 
which I aime at, that is, The holy carzage of good ſoul. 
diers,whereby they ought to honour this high profeſſton 
of theirs, 

Touching the calling ofa ſou!dier to fight cor- 
porally, that I may ſpeake (for better vndcrftan. 
ding) as the thing is indeed; | ſay,that the heauen. 
ly armour of a ſouldier was in «ruth and ſubftance- 
before thecarthly, (howſocuer for our weake ca- 
pacitie the ſpirituall armour. was afterwards made 
plaine to vs by the corporall,) ſo as according to a 
{upernatura!l ſence,the bodily armour may be ſaid 
to take denomination of the armour of the ſpirit, 

| and 


for $10n ſonldiers. 5 


and the corporall combat denomination alſo of ' 


that ſpiritua'l combat which the children of God 
haue with Satan and his children. For why?che ar- 
mour of armours belonging to this combate (euer 
the armour of God) was betore any corporall combat 
could be vied . Adam preſently after the promile 
(no doubt) did pur it on: / will put enmitie (faith 


our God) betweene thee and the woman, and betweent Ge.z.15_ 


thy ſeed and her ſeed : Hee ſhall breake thy head , and 
thou ſbilt bruiſe his heels: Here is niention made of 
a ſpiritua'l warre, to which belonged ſpirituall ar- 


mour inſtantly, and the grand Captaine of the war -' 


pointed vnto (That promiſed ſeed Chriſt eſs) whoſe 
ſouldiers all godly people muſt be (both Captaine 
and ſouldiers fighting againſt the euill one.) Now 
as this enmiric 1s maniteſt in the ſoule of good men 
(carying a godly hatred againſt the diuell continu- 
ally,and againſtthe qualities of the wicked whileſt 
they remaine in the old birth,) ſo it isalſo declared 
by an open corporall combat hand to hand againft 
Gods foes in battell,when our God will have them 
puniſhed,or brought inſubic&ion,or put to death. 
Therefore though fields and campes could not be 
at firft,till multicudes were increaſed ; yer a diſpo- 
fition to warre (both ſpirituall and corporall) was 
at firſt; and'that as well in the bad to offend, as in 
the good to defend . This.euill diſpoſicion was 
quickly ſeenc in Cain,Lamech and Eſau. And a kind 
of due:| thereappeared whenas yet there were but 
a few men in the world,namely betweene Cain and 
Habel; Cain offendIng , and Habel (we may wel! 
thinke) ſtriving (as nature taught) to defend him- 
B 3 ſelte: 


6 * A ſpirttuall Chains 
ſelfe : but he wasa ſtronger ſpiritual ſouldier then 
temporall, God ſuffering his bloodie brothers 
firength to preuaile ſo far, as totake away his more 
tall life in that corporall combat. Here were both 
watres begun in two brethren, Cain exerciſed a 
moſt vngracious fleſhly warre, as his wioked mur- 
der declared (he fought for Satan: ) Habel by his 
fathers example praiſed the gracious ſpirituall 
warre, as his holy and well accepted ſacrifice decla- 
red, (he fought againſt. Satan.) The father of the 
Cent Faithfull did know and prattiſe this warre both 
waycs; with faith he made warre againſt Satan, and 
with weapons of warre againſt fue wicked Kings. 
Hereby it plainly appeareth, that the calling and 
dignitie of them that warre on Gods lide is very 
ancient, and no lefſe honorable then thatcalling 
whereof Chriſt Teſus (being King of Kings and ſu- 
reme Commander in the warres) is Head and 
chiefe Leader. If we looke to the tewporall warre, 
this he acknowledgeth himlſelfe to be (cuen a Cap- 
Laine of the Lord ef hoaſts,)as we may perce:ue inthe 
"= OPER booke of Toſs, at the beſieging of Ierico : And rt 
4 * " ramers paſſe,when Toſua was by Terico, that he lift vp 
his eyes and locked, and behold there ſtocd a man outer 
azainſt him with his ſword drawne in his hand; aud 10- 
ſua went onto bim, ond ſaid unto him, Art thou for vs 
or for our aduerſaries? And he ſaid, Nay, but a Captain 
of the hoaſt of the Lord am I now come. And Toſua jell 
on his face to the earth, and worſhipped. it wee looke 
to the ſpiritual warre, there alſo he profeſſeth him- 
iclte to be our moſt powerfull Preace ard gonrrreur, 


yea #he author and finiſher of our faith, without who 
we 


for Sion ſonldiers, 7 
we c43 do nothing, (a Captaine of Captames there. 
forez) and we allo molt toyfully confeſſe this,eſtee- 
wing it our greateſt renoune to fight vnder his ban. 
ner (though with afflitions) as his fouldiers. So 
faith Saint Pa to his ſonne Timarthy: Thou therefore 
ſuffer affliiFion as 4 good ſouldier of Teſws Chriſt. ' 5 
Andof himlelte he ſaith, / haue fought a good fight. | 
Abraham, | ay againe,was ſucha ſouldicr,both ſpi- 
rituall and cemporall.. Spiritually wee may ſee it, 
vyhere our God ſaith, 1 know him, that hee will com. | 
wand his children and his houſhold after him, and the y GenaB.15, 
ſhall keepe the way of the Lord, to do inftice and indee- 
ment,that the Lord may bring, upon Abrahs that which 
he hath ſpoken of him. And corporally we may not 
doubr bur that he taught his people what todo in 
batrell againſt thoſe curſed Kings. And no maruell 
that ſo good a ſonne and ſcruant as Abraham, did 
imitate ſo good a father and maſter as his God in 
this inſtrution. Our gracious God vouchſafeth to 
teach his ſeruants (his ſouldiers) how to fight : Zee 
zeacheth my hands to fight, ſaith King Dauid. Nay 
more then this, ſo honorable is the profeſſion of a 
ſouldier, that Godof vvarre,by the pen of his ſer- 
vant Moſes,profeſſerh himſelte to be a man of vvar, 

The Lord is 4 man of warre;faith he. Yoa ſaw before, 
that he called himſelfe « Capraine of whe Lords boaſt; 
here he is called plainly, 4 man of warre. As he took 
mens nature vpon him, fo taketh he mens names 
vnto him: they men of warre, he a man of vvarrez 
they brethren, he a brother; rhey ſeruants, and he 
a ſcruant: yea, and imparteth alſo his owne names 


tothe ſonnes of men, he a father,; and men fathers; 
he 


Luke 14.31. 
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he a X42, and men Kings; nay, he a God, and men 
Gods. And vvhat ſo great maruell is this tor names, 
fith it is his good pleaſure ro make men partakers 
alſo of the divine nature (in regard of qualities,) 
and to giue them an entrance here znto h:s exer/a/t. 
ing kingdome, where at his appearing they (hall be like 
bim, yea one with God, O wondertull humiliation 
on the one {ide! O wondertull exaltation on the 0- 
ther fide! 'Warre then is ancient; vvarre then is 
honorable, It we reſpe& the ſpirituall warre, all 
the lite of man is a warre, (faith 7ob:) if we reſpe&t 
the corporall warre, we may ce, that as our God 


Will be calleda warrier, ſo he will haue his deputie 


Kings {who yetaboueall other men ought to ſeeke 
peace,and make peace,and keepe peace,if it be pol- 
lible) to be vvarriersalſo vvhen time and cauſe are 
offered. Samuel did {ignific thus much to the Iſrac- 
lites,vvhen he told them that zherr King would chuſe 
ſome of their ſonnes to make inſtruments of warre, and 
other (ome to be Captaines oner thouſands. To this end 
tor one alſo, he gaue King Saul another manner of 
heart then that which he had when he (onght his fathers 
.aſſes, (a couragious heart for barrell;) and made lit- 
tle Dauid aman of great courage, as t@ take a Beare 
by the throate, a Lion by the beard, and a Giant 
by the eares : yea and this prouident God of ours 
chargeth Kings-to -uke war by counſel,and teacheth 
themto be eircumſpe& in war: what King (faith our 
God) goeth to war againſt another King, and ſitteth not 
downe firſt,and taketh counſell, whether he be able with 
ten thou(and,to met him that cometh againſt him with 


twentie thouſand. Moreouer, we perceive that all 
| people 
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people of vnderſtanding deſpiſe a coward,and re- 
ſpeta man of valour; whence it is that the name 
of a daſtard, is a bate by-word of great reproch, 
And hence alſo it comes, that they who are to be 
choſen to offices of any eminencie in the Weale 
publike, one ſpeciall qualitie regarded in thew, is 
(according to 1oſuahs counſel!) that they be men of Exod.r8.z1. 
courage. Laſtly, we may lee in all ages that the molt 
worthy Kings and Princes haue highly preferred 
{ouldicrs of fidelitie, policie and prowefle ; yea gi- 
ving thern titles and placesſo high,as to be of their. 
Couucellz {uch were King Dauids Worthies: and +.Sam.23.. 
from hence (cuen from courage in war) proceeded 
that which greatly ſhewerh and ſetteth forth the 
ancient dignity of a valiant ſouldier,namely Armes. 
Souldiers are ſpecially called Mem of armes; nay 
they onely areſo called, and haue had both Names 
and 4rmes given them (as well as other honours) 
tor cheir worthy deeds of Chiualric, Theſe things 
thus,l will come to apply that which I haue briefly 
lai4downe of the right worthy and ancient pro- 
teflion ot a ſouldier ; concerning which, this I ſay: 
Sith the antiquitic, dignitie, eſtimation and vſe. of 
men of watrrc iSſogreat, what manercare ought 
true Chriſtian ſouldiers to haue for ioyning hea- 
uenly cariage with earthly (nay rather with hea- 
venly ) courage, heauenly armour with carthly 
armes? Surely an excecding great care, (thereby a- * 
dorning a profethon ſo princely, with all-eminent 
vertues and holineſle;) otherwiſe they do not only 
tortet all their former titles., ornaments and ad- 
uancements of ſacred and worthy ſouidiers, but 

| b- withall 
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Deur, 23.9. 
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withall they ſhame (as much asin them lierh)their 
countrey, their Religion,their Kings,their Princes, 
their Leaders, thcir parents, their teachers, their 
kinsfolkes, their alies, yea and diſhonor their God 
alſo. Far be it then that a Sion ſouldier (any one 
I meane who.haue that name) ſhould in his deeds 
be found to be a ſwearer,a drunkard, a drone, a ti- 
gre, a peacock, a lyer, a bragger, a Thraſo, a filthy 
doer, a looſe ſpeaker, a laſctaious liuer, aquareller, 
a cutter,a cozener,a ſhitter, an irregulous Atheiſt, 


a prophaner of the Sabbath, or any way tainted 


with any other notorious fin: No,no, a S1on ſoul- 
dicr mult be a Saint by life, as hee is by calling. 


Hence it is that vie my beſt endeuour to perſwade 


all Proteſtant ſouldiers to all maner holineſſe, and 
this not onely in peace, but in warre alſo (yea and 
then eſpecially) leſt they loſe the preſence of: God 
and his bleſſed Angels when they haue moſt need 
of them. Will youſee a preciſe commandement 
for a ſpeciall regard of their holy cariage in warre? 
his generall commandement to all the world, that 
they be holy as be z5 holy, might ſerue for all ſorts: 
yet it is his good pleaſure (very remarkable) to in- 


' forme their care ot holinefle in the very time of 


warre : whey thou geeſt out ({aith our God) againſt 
thine enemies, keep thee from all wickedueſſe. Will you 
moreover ſee the exhortation of a moſt valiant & 
godly Captaine to this? See it in /-(#a, alittle be- 
tore the deſtru&ion of lerico. T he very day before 
their miraculous pafſage through Iordan,he called 
them together, and ſaid, Sant#ifie your ſelurs, For 
your bcttcr and more full conſideration yet, what 
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a great reſpe& our glorious God hath to his peo- 
ples holineſle in warte, ponder I pray you deeply 
of the gricuous ſtate of Gods armie (yea and of 


good oſuah himſelte eſpecialiy) at rbex fight with 


the wen of Ai. How came this? Becanſe there was lofs's. 


one wicked man inſecret among them.Behold,this 
turned to their great diſcomfort. Conſider then 
with your ſelues, how fearfull the ſtandard of any 
campes mult needs ſtand in all ages,it there be ma- 
ny notorious wicked men in them, horribly infec. 
red like lepers with wany contagious vices. Our 
200d God I know, both can and may ſpare ſuch 
campe: for his owne names ſake, for his owne chil 
drens {ake;zbutT am ſure that the caſeof ſuch camps 
ſhall for ever be deſperate for ought that man can 
ſee. How ſo: Becauſe the true and powerfull word 
of our molttrue and powertull God ( whoſe renea- 
led will belongeth tows andour poſteritie) hath (Fewed 
itz Reade and conſider : If thou ſhalt obey diligently 


the voice of thy God,andobſerue 1nd do all his commen- Deut.28.1.2,7, 


aements which I command thee this day, then the Lord 
thy God will ſet thee 8n high aboue all nations of the 
earth : and all theſe bleſſings ſhall come on thee : Bi &/Jed 


ſhalt thou be inthe citie,and bleſſed alſo in the field. T he veil, 


Lord ſhall cauſe thine enemies that riſe wp againſt thee, 
£0 be ſmitten before thy face: They (hall come ont againſt 
thee one way, and flie before thee ſeuen wajes. But it 
ſhall come to paſſe, if thou wilt not hearken wonto the 
voice of the Lord thy God, whith I command thee this 


day, the Lord ſhall cauſe thee tobe ſmitten before thine ,"".. 


enemies: Thou ſha't go out one way againſt them,and flie 


{ener way's before them, and ſhalt be remoued into all” 
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the kinzdomes of the earth; and thy carkeis ſhall be meat 
ntoall the foutes of the aire, and wnto the beaſts of the 
earth, and no man [hall fo them away, Now let vs 
returne againe to that caſc of Gods camp at Ai.The 
lamentabie ſtate of rhat camp doth ſhew,Gods an- 
grie Entrance into a terrible execation of this law 
with great ſeucritie . Againſt whom 7 Againſt his 
owne molt dearly beloued people. Obſerue it well: 
And the Lord ſaid Vnto loſuah 5 Get thee Vp, where- 


fore lie#t thou thus pon thy face ? 1ſrael hath ſinned, 


and thy haue tranſore ſed my couenant which I com- 
munded them: for they haue euen taken of the accurſed 
$hing,and haut ſtolrn and diſſembled alſs,and thy hane 

ut it euty amoneF# their oxne ſtuffe.Therefore the chil. 
dren of Iſrael could not ſtand before their enemies, but 
turned their backs before them, becauſe they were accur- 
ſed. Neither will bewith you any more, except. you de- 


ſtroy.the accnrſed from among you. V p, (anttifie the peo- 


ple, ana ſay, Santtifie your ſelues againſt to morrow. 
For thas ſaith the Lurd God of Iſrael: There is an accur= 
ſea thing inthe midſt of thee, O Iſrael: thou canſt not 
ſtand before thine enemies, except ye deſtroy the accur- 
ſed from amongſt you.Then Toſua and all Iſrael toske A- 
chan the ſonue of Zenah,anithe ſilurr,and the garment, 
and the weage of gold, ana bis ſonnes and his daughters, 
and his oxen.and his aſſes, and his ſo e , aud his tent, 
and all that he had, and they brought th:mwnto the wal- 
ley of Achor. And Toſua ſaid why haſt thou troubled 5? 
The Lord ſhall trouble thee this day. Aud all Iſrael ſto- 
ned himwith tones. Aud they raiſed oner him a great 
heape of ſtones onto this axy. O tearfull iudgement! 
Wiom may not this make to tremble,when they 
8 commit 
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commit grieuousfinnes.in warre? I acknowledge 
that this was anextraordinarie caſe, at an extraor- 
dinary time; neither dol in any wiſe compare leſſer 
finnes with this, bur ſill Lſay, that vile ſinnes. may 
cauſe our holy Gad to turne his face trom the ar- 
mie. Andche thing that preſſe, is,that ſhamefull 
(or rather (hameleſſe) ſinners. with. a high hand 
ſhould for euer either be reformed in, or. remoned 
from Sion camps. Great vigilancie, I ſay, ſhould be- 
had in this matter, and all good meanes ſhould be 
vicd to obtaine a holy campe. And ſtill T heartily 
deſire you to remember the tate of Gods campe at 
Ai. For more ſtirring vp ofall ſortsto the prattile- 
of holinefle.in campes, lct all true Chriſtians conſi- 
der,that the chiete cauſe why ourGod would haue 
his enemies overthrowne in warre by his children, 
is their-wickedneſſe. And will not the ſame God 
expeR,that they whoare made inſtruments to pu- 
niſh others for their horrible (innes,ſhould be void 
of ſuch vilenefſe: Yes certainly, Yea and ourglori- 
ous God haſteneth the ruine of his foes, leſt his 
children ſhould learne of them #0 do after their abho-, 
minations,aud ſo ſin againſt the Lord thur God, Now ES 
though theſe abhominations conſiſt eſpecially in 
falle worſhip, yet all the godly know, that all man- 
ner filthineſſe of lite which either jdolaters or his 
owne children lic in, are abhominable to our God 
alſo. Yea and as idolatrie leades to filthineſle, fo ft 
thineſſe leades to idolatrie. This is apparent in the 
matter touching B4a/ Peor where the people commit- CEN . 
ting whoredome with the daughters of 148ab, were in- 
ticed by and by to bow ta their idols : tor. loe thus 

E3 i, 
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it is ſaid, The people began 19 commit whoredome with 
the daughters of Moab, and they called the people unto 
the ſacrifice of their gods, and ſathe people aid eate,aud 
bowed downe onto the gods of their harlots. And then 


 bydegrees it is ſaid, that 1/rae/ ({ignifying a great 


number) coupled bimſelfe unto Baal Peor, whereby the 


 Lerds wrath was kindted againſt them all, till the heads 


. Num.22.21, 


Ifai.1.2,to 20. 
Ifar58,14o 8, 
Mica 6,6,7,8, 


r.Sam,1ns, 7,3, 


of many were hanged vp againſt the ſunne, that the in- 
aiznarion of the Lord maght be turned from the reſt- 
aAue.Callto mind the Ifraclites eſtate,a little betore 
they fell to theſe groſle finnes. When Balak would 
hauc ſmitten them, Balaxz tels him, he could not 
do it, Becauſe their God was with them. And why was 
he with them? Becauſe he had not beheld intquitie in 
1acob, neither peruer [eneſie in 1ſracl. The great peo- 
ple ot this great campe, were true worſhippers and 
holy livers, rherefore the ſouldiers could not be 
conquered : they were both outwardly & inwardly 
holy. Now for the better perſwading you 'yet a- 
gaine to outward and inward holineſſe in war, re- 
member that our all.ſecing God isnor pleaſed with 
any worſhip euer ſo religiovs forthe torme, or with 
any outward ations cucr ſo ſpecious for the ſhew, 
or coſtly tor the matter, if righteonſneſle of heart 
& holinefle of life go not with them hand in hand: 
no not with venturing of life for killing his cne- 
mies,(how many ſocuer they kill.)Sce this for ven- 
turing of life, in the caſe of King Sau/, he behaued 
himſclte valiantly againſt Gods foes; tor he [mote 
the Amalckites from Hauilah until! thou commeſt to 
Shur, that ts over againſt Egypt, and he tooke Agog 1he 


king of the Amalekites aliue, and viterly deſtroyed all 
| the 


OOO I a On" 


for Sion ſonldiers. I5 


the people with the eage of the ſword : yet becauſe he 

wickedly brake the commandement of his God, 

and truſted in a thining outward performance, 

without a {imple inward obedience, which is better 

ther ſacrifice, his valiantneſſe was of no value with 

our God. # 

What may I write to moue you yet more to a 

godly. behautour in warre? I will adde this more: 

That God who preciſely commandeth cleanlineſſe 

of bodie in the campey(as we may reade Deut. 23.) Deur,z3.r2,r3, 
doth he not much more regard cleanlinefle of ſoule 

in the campe? Yes,yes. Remember then as Ho/ineſſe Plal.zg.s. 
becometh the Loras houſe for ever, becauſe he ſtandeth Rev.x.13; 

in the midſt of the golden Candleſiicks : ſo Holineſfe be- 

cometh the Lords campe for eucr, becauſe he walketh in Deur.23.14, 
the midſt of thy campe to dcliner thee, and to giue wp 
thine enemies before thee : therefore let thy campe be ho- 
ly,that he ſee no uncleane thing in thee, and turne away 
from thee, This holdeth in fpirituall chings, much 
more then in corporall.. Our God isa ſpirit, and 
vieweth the ſpiric of man, and requireth ſpirituall 
cleanlinefle, inward cleanlineſle ſpecially . Is this 
commandement of God true, and this preſence of 
God true? Yea,they are moſt true. O rhen let Sion 
ſouldiers be Cornelian ſouldiers (ſuch I meane as 

feare God and are denont:) tor this end and: purpole ags 10.2.7, 
T heartily wiſhand pray, and aduiſe thar ail Sion 
ſouldiers may now and for ever carneſtly conlider 

of,and diligently labour to get :ad put on-tke ipi- 

ritua'l Chaineand Armour which now i! come to 
deſcribe. I ſhew it, bur God oncly can beſtow it. 

This Chaine is made of cight heauen'y _—_ 


Math, 11,18. 


x, 
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I hauc here by Gods afliſtance colleRed eight wor. 
thy things from his owne word (the mouth of the 
Lord hath declared them,) which they that make 
truc vie of,ſhall proue true ſouldiers of leſus Chriſt 
their heauenly Captain. Euery Chriſtian muſt haue 
theſe eight linkes (according totheir ſeucrall places 
and occalions,) and weare them cloſe together (as 


in achaine) and put on this armour alſo: but ſpe- 


cially theſe double fouldiers who fight both cor- 


porally and ſpiritually, they muſt haue double care 


roenioy them graciouſly.'They that deſpiſe any one 


of theſe linkes,or any part ofthis armour, our God 


wil deſpiſe them,and they (hall be found vnworthy 
of the name of Chriſtian ſouldicrs, God grant that 
ſuch as wake ſhew to fight on his fide, wayin truth 
weare theſe eight worthies (worthy links I meane) 
oractouſly 1oyned together,asa {pirituall chaine a- 
bout their holy necks. Theſe they are. | 
Firſt,they muſt conſider of their perſons, how 
they ſtand in Gods fauour.Asthe ſacrifice of a wic- 
ked manis not acceptable to our God, no more is 
his perſon: if not his perſon, then no action which 
he performerh, Secondly,they muſt looke to the 
cauſe for which they muſt fight, that it be holy: 
ouriuſt God will maintaine no vniuſt cauſe. Third- 
ly, they who fight the Lords battels, muſt ſce to 
their courage,that it be valiant. He ſends not forth 


- cowardsto fight for him, but valiant men; and this 


valiantneſle is ſerled on a firme reſolution at all al- 
ſayes. Fourthly,they muſt conſider of ſuch mercie 
as belongs to Chriſtian ſouldiers, and that muſt be 


abundant; for our God delights in mercie. Fiftly, 


they 
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they mult obſerue truth in all their leagues and £ My 
promiſes; and that muſt be vnfained and conſtant. pai,.5.4, 
'C he God of truth loueth truth. Sixcly, they muſt , 
haue conſideration of their wages, when to take it wage.. 
holily, and when to be withour it patiently, Se- Luke 3.14. 
uenthly, they muſt haue care of their ſpirituall ar- ,,,;,, 
mour : this armour they muſt put on and keepe on kpue(s.13. 
for cuer, and not their cor porall onely, Eightly and «$g 
laſtly, they muſt alwayes conſuic with their good cnſwiarien, 
God in al! plots,cnterpriſcs and ations whatſoe. 19-2945: 
uer. Ot thele eight things briefly, according to my 


| littleskill and ſtrength. 


For the firſt worth y,that is to ſay,a worthy per- =». 

ſon. Sith our glorious God is the God of battell, ©" 27/8. 
and ruleth all things therein, both for beginning, 

middle and end; (For of him, and through hins,aud to Rom.t1.36, | 
him aye all things.) How can a ſouldier hane any 
bleſſing in warre,if his perſon be not loued but ha- 
ted of this all-gouerning God 7 Except his perſon 
be tound worthy in thar Worthy of worthies 
Chriſt Ieſus, whereby his conſcience is more and 
more pufified, he islike an outlaw, deprived from 
all comfort in,and proteQion from the high God. 
As an<carthly Courtier can have no likelihood to 
be graced and preferred ( but rather to be difgra- 
ced and deieed) if there be cuident tokens that 
the King of that country abhors him : fo it is with 
eucry ſouldier in Gods car pe, if his perſon be not 
gracious with thatheaucnly-Captaine of Captains, 
Micharl, whoſe greatname dee ares his greatnefle; 
Faith, with 2 gracious purpoſe of amendment of 
lite, if God lengthen the dayes, are inward m_ 
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of Gods fauour to a ſouldiers perſon. The outward 
fignes to be ſeenc of men, are, A reall change of 


| 


their oldlife, for that ſheweth the new birth Zeale | 
for Gods glory, with an vreer dereſtation of all leud | 


companie; and generally a holy cariage and bcha- 


uiour in words and deeds, gouerned by the word, | 
a5 in Gods preſence. Such tanRificd fouldicrs may, | 


aſſure-rhemſclues that: they are well accepted by 
the God of barrell,be it by lite,be it by death. Ther. 
fore all wicked ſouldiers that are hardened in noto- 
rious vices, are quite excluded. (whiles they ſo. re- 
maine)from all hope that their perfons pleaſe God, 


—_— 


IR 


and thereby haue iuſt cauſe to quake at euery. ſound | 


of the Trumpet or Drum. This being true (as it is 
moſt true) ir behouecth Chriſtian ſouldiers to con+ 
ſider deeply hereof ,. and to labour by all meanes 
that their perſons way be gracious in the eyes of 
their God, (yca and to know.it and make it known 
by thoſe tokens aboue-named, and {uch other) be: 


—_— 


. —y 


fore they put foote to warre, leſt they-tall into hor- | 
rible danger of ſoule and: bodie, ſtate and name.. 


I write not this todiſcourage any (inner, but rather 


to hearten them. more, by becoming holy :-[ who | 


writethis,do acknowledge,that both my ſelfe and 
my fathers bouſe,and my owne houſe hane ſinned 


and do ſinnez but I write it roftir vp my lelfe and | 


mine in our places, and all Sion ſouldiers in their 
places, toa gracious regard of holinefſe more and 


+ 0s ei 


——_ . 


more, without which,neither can we looke for any | 
blethng in peace, nor they in-battell. Therefore ; 


that you may profper in-war, leaue off your grofle 
 finnes,and comg to the battell,and ſtandiinthe bw 
ec 


for Sion ſouldiers, _— 
tell graciouſly and holily , thar ſo your perſons 
may be accepted in and by Chriſt Ielus our Lord. 
Thus mudftfor the firſt conſiderationgthe firlt link, 
the firſt worthy thing. | 

T he ſecond thing for Sion ſouldiers to conſid-r 
of, is, the cauſe for which they fight, they muſt 
haue a worthy cauſe. A ſouldier (how valiant and 
vertuous {oeuer)who hath no con(ideration of this, 
is inno better caſe then his horſe; the horſe goeth 
willingly and fiercely to the bartell as wel: as his 
maſter; looke whicher he rides him, thither the 
horſe haſteth ;z againſt whom or tor what cauſe, the 
beaſt cares not, becauſe it is a beaſt; it ſufficeth the 
dumbeccreature chat his maſter ſets him forward : 
bur this is not-enough fora man, eſpecially for a Si- 
on ſouldier,he may not ſuffer himſelfe to be drawn 
on to war by his owne vainglorie or couctouſnes, 
without due reſpe to the cauſe; no nor to becom- 
pelled to war in a cauſe apparently knowne to be 
vnaholy and vniuſt. Moſt true it is, thathe muſt go 


to war ſometimes,when wel he knoweth the cauſcy. 


nay more then that , when he is vtterly ignorant 
thereof. For ſouldiers may be iuſtly preſſed by their 
governours to take weapon, way and ſhip rowards 
ſome cxploit which as yet is hidden and vnfit to be 


.opencd for a ſeaſon. If it be hid continually, then 
they muſt beware of (uſpition, and tudge louingly 


of their Prince, (Lowe #& not ſuſpitions put hopeſultr a- 
ther) & ret fully perſwaded that the cauſe is good. 
Their diligent Hoax to know the goodneſle of the 
cauſe,and their defire to fight ina holy cauſe(when 


A worthy cauſes 


t1.Cor,1 3.5.6.7 


by any lecrecic inthe Princes heart which 4s deepe and Prove 5.3, 
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Care not, ſo they may haue mony and ſpoi;es. Such. 


20 A ſpirituall Chaine | 
wnſeirchable, or by any ſuddenneſſe of combat it 

cannot be reuealed) is accepted by our good God . 
who ſearcheth the herat. Now if he cannot come 
to aneuidenttruth of the iultneſſe of the cauſe, yer 
a Centurion ſou!dier (ſo]1 call the obedient at a 
becke) muſt go with all ſpeed, Jabouring to fight 
with as much courage as if he knew the cauſe tobe 
euer ſo juſt: and then our gracious God whoſeeth 
his holy purpoſe, will take this good hope concei- 
ved of his Deputie in good part, and take his due 
obedience giuen to his Depurie,as done to himſelf. 
Beware then of faiſe whiſperings,, which many 
times bring diſobedient murmurings. Gods Vice- 
gerent mult not be denicd aide (no nor ſo much as 
grudgcd at) vpon ſurmiſes and rumors : ſo they 
wight haue no heartic vſe ar all of ſubie&s for 
maintaining their wars. Howbeit that ſerious en- 
quirie,that full purpoſe, that heartic deſire to fight 
ina good cauſe (abhorring the contray) ſhould be 
in all Sion ſouldicrs. T herefore thoſe ſouldiers 
ſhew themſelues to haue ignorant, blockith and - 
wicked hearts,who care nothing at all in what cauſe 
they venture lms and life; much-more they who 
hazard themſelues when the cauſe is plainly diſcer- 


_ nedto be bad. If hope of gaine be their principall 
 motiue, then haue they hearts poſſeſſed with the 


roote of all-euill. Here mercenarie ſouldiers are 
greatly to be reproued, who runne to and fro (like 
greedie wolues,) and flic hither and thither (like 
hungrie Eagles) where they may have moſt wages, 
whether they fight for God orfor the one -w 


as 


for Sion ſonldters, 2r 
as theſe can looke for no good ſucceſſe inthe bar.. 
ccll.God forbid thatany Proteſtant ſouldicr ſhould 
be of this mercenarie mind. Hence it is that I ad- 
uiſe all godly ſouldiers to-vie all good meanes to be 
throughly perſwaded of the goodnes of theircaule, 
that {o that good God. and mightie defender of 
right, may ſtand for them, and that they may ſtand 
to him with true conrage inthe field. And yer again 
I aduiſe a gracious ſouldier to-iudge the beſt of the 
cauſe, if by thoſe occaſions. which I haue named  _ 
(or the like). he can never find the depth of it : for- 
&c mult in no wiſe conteſt. with his gouernours a- 
bout the cauſe,by ſtanding vpon nice termes, ſhifts. 
andeuaſions. Thus might\ynwilling ſouldiers. find 
ſtore of ſtarting holes to aftoide all skirmiſhes . To 
conclude, a Sionſoldier muſt be zealous tor a good . 
cauſe, and not jealous of a good Prince; he mult vie. 
all good inquiſition, and auoide all evill ſuſpition. 
And thus much for the ſecond worthy hnk,namely 
a worthy cauſe. | | 

Thirdly, ſich all men, though. vertnous, godly 100008: 
and prudent, are not endaed with courage fir for **<* 
war, (tor courage is 4 ſpeciall gift of God) it be- 
houethatrue Chriſtian co conixder how God hath _ 
ſtirred him vp thatway, and-nor offer himſelte ro 
wart vpona ſudden heate or mood ineucrſo good * 
a cauſe, but ſtay till he find rharrhe God of batrell 
hath beſtowed a firme couragious heart vpon him, 
without which he is able to do ſmall good, nay ra- 
ther much harme.Faint hearts may ſooner difcom- 
fort others, then pertorme any acceptable ſernice 
at all. Yet this I ſay in thecale of courage : when 
D 3 any 
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any gocth to warte voluntarily vpon a deceiued 
hearc,and then findeth his courage faint; or when 
any that is preſled to war by his Prince, is oppreſ. 
ſed with feare of the enemic, then lechim do thar 
to obtaine courage, which men ought- to doe for 


obtaining wiſedome; both-theſc deſcend from the 


Father of lights. T heretore as Saint James ſaith, 1f a- 
man lacke wiſedome, let him aske it of God, which gr- 
weth ro all men liberally,and reprocheth no man : ſo ſay 
I, it any Chriſtian ſouldier want courage, ler him 


aske.ir of God in faith,and for his glorie, not for by 


and bad reſpe&ts;z and if then our molt wiſe Gog 
doth not vouchſafe.(vpon earneſt peritions)to be- 
ſtow this gift vypon him, ſurely he ſhould do well 


-to confeſle his faintnefle-: and.then ſuch "gracious 


Capranes as ſhall haue full notice thereof, thall.do 
well alſo to ſend him backe for ſome other.emploi.. 
ment at home. I make no way here fordiſſemblers 
to wind out of their Princes ſeruice : our God can 
giuc boly Captaines diſcerning ſpirits, to: iudge of 
things in wiſedome: but 1 ſpeake of ſuch {ouldiers 
whoſe daſtardly feare is apparently ſeene.- Here 
I ſuppoſe that old ru'e of our good God is tobe | 
remembred and practiſed for cuer, which ſaith, 
Let theof ficersſpeake wnto the people, and ſay,"Whoſce- 
wer is fearfull and faimthearted, let him go and-returne 
onto his houſe, leſt bis brethrens hearts faint as:well as 
his heart : yet | determine nothing hereot,bur leave 
it to the godly wiſedome of religious Captaines. 
To go torward now in ſpeaking more. fully of 
courage, I muſt put youin mind that this courage 
which here 1 write of, hath alwayes a holy and y 
c 
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 fromonr God. For this heanenly reſoſution can 


neuer enter into the heart of a wicked man ; be- 
cauſe our God hath threatned,yea and aſſvred him 


che quite contrary, (cuen cucrlaſting puniſhment 
with che Diuell and his Angels} excepthe repent, 


except he amend, excepthe be new borne, exce 


he preſent his bodie aliaing ſacrifice, holy and accepte- g, 


ble to God: which things it by the grace of our moſt 
gracious God he pertorme, then {hall he be more 
valiant then afiy giant, then ſhall he not fearc the 
face of anyenemie, bur ſtrike and daſh to peeces 
the iaw bones of Gods tocs; flee atthem like a Dra. 
gon, and teare'them like a Lion, (becaule the Livy 
of the Tribe of4uda i: with him.) Such ſouldiers as 
theſe haue no cauſeto feare any enemies, becauſe 
they fcare God, and haue him for their friend, If 
they die;they die in great honor, becauſe they die 
for God, and in God,and to God: if they itue, they 
live in great honour, both for their good life, and 
For their true valovr, T'rue valour,l fay, that is ſtir- 
red vp by a calme and religious minde to fight tor 
the truth, Deſperate reſolutions proceed not from 
Chriſtian fortitude, but from raſh furie. It is not 
brainſick venturing in mad moods, drunken veins, 
and furious fits, that makes a worthy ſouldicr, a 


noble ſoulgier in life and death : by ſuch venturing 


thou maiſt venture vpon, and enter into hell. As it 
is in Martyrdome, fo it is in battell : The cauſe, nor 
the torment, maketh a Martyr.R ight fo, a good life 
lead in peace, not a bad life loſt in warre, m:ikes a 
bleſled fouldier at his death in the fields. Let Sion 
 {ouldiers therefore be reſolued vpon truc —_— 
E then 


Reu,s F. 


then maythey ſtand to it with courage, becayſe 
they ſtand vpon acertaintie. They ſhall be.certaine 
cither of a gloriqus victorie in life,or of a more glo- 
rious victorie by dearb.Such fouldiers are far more 
reſoluce for Sion, then euen the ancient Romanes 
were for old Romc,orthe new ones can be for new 
Babylon. Such warriers are indeed more excellent 
conquerers then euer the moſt excellent Romances 
were. For by Chriſt Icſus their Captaine, they be- 
come ſpirituall conquerers of the whole world,yea 
of the fleſh,and fin,and death, and diuell,and hell, 
T hele be truly couragious and truly reſolued ſoul- 
diers, Thus.much for the third worthy, namely a 
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® reſolute courage. 


T he fourth worthy thing to be conſidered of 
Sion ſouldiers,is Mercie. Aibeit a ſacred ſouldicr 
muſt be couragiousand valorous, and that in ſach 
fort as tolay about him-moſt mantully , without 
reſpe& of the life of any whoſocuer , rather then 

ut his owne life, and his countries, aud his cauſe- 
tn danger: yet on the other (ide, there are times 
when,and-perſons to whom mercy muſt be ſhewed. 
Ipleade not here for Agags,nor for Zeba's and Zal- 
munn s,whom the Lord will bane deftroyed (prin- 
cipallirreconcilable encmies,)ſuch muſt find no fa- 
vour: the blood which. they haue mercileſſe ſpilt; 
cricth out fortheir blood without mercie. Bur the 
thing which I would fay,is this;Such asare mif-led 
yan (like thoſe two hundred whom 46ſalon 
abuſed) mercie is due to them: Such as before haue 
ſhewed mercie to others, mercicis due to them. If 
Zcba aud. Zaimwnna had becn mercifull vnto Gide- 
Ons 
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#ns brethren, Giacon ſaith, he would not haue ſlaine jy, s.19, 
them. Babel was commanded to leaue her throne, 

and (it in the duſt, becauſe ſhe ſhewed no mercie to 

che [{rac!1res, bur laid a very heauic yoke vpon the 
ancient, The like is {aid alſo of the chi'dren of E. 147.6. 
dom. Such as yeeld in due time without teliſting, el 
mercie is dueto them. Siichcaptiues as may be ſpas Plal.r37. 
red without any danger of preſent or future harms 2*< 
(through their trcchery or multitude,) it is better 
toſhew mercie there then rigor, Matrons and vir- 
gins (vnicile they hauc bin like Jeſabe/) ir is good 

(in ſacking ot rownes) to ſhery wercie to them; 
whom to haiidlein the leaſt vnchaſte maner, et the 
thought thereef be far from ail Sion ſouldiers.The 
great hufing Harlot (mother of the Stues) lcaue 
villanie to her ſonnes: fie ypon ſuch filthineſle, let 
it not once be named among Proteſtant ſouldiers, 

bur rather giving of thanks for the vitorie. More. 

ouer yong children,if there be any kinde of hope 

to ſtay them by the word, it is pitic to ſlay them 

by the ſword. The aged (whohauenot bin,nor are 

like to be ſpeciall.counſcliers againſt God and his 
children) it is good to ſhew mertic to them,(neuer 
inſulting-ouer the miſcrable, but pictying their-caſe 
rather.) Herein I wouid have all Sion ſouldiers ve- 
terly to abandon the horrible inftruRtions of that 
infamous Florentine Machiavel, who perfwaderh 
toall crueltie, eſteeming Chriſtian n'ercie to come 
fromafilly [twple minde,vntit for a valiant man. 
This corner derideth humilitie and meeknefle,pa- 
Tience and gentlenefle, eftecming that they do not 
become manhood,but make Chriſtians much infs- 
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riour to the Barbarians in courage, and that ir 
breedeth nothing burdaſtardlineſle. A fir ſchoole. 
maſter for Satans ſonnes. In particular therctore 
I ioyne with all good Chriſtians in branding out 
this fircbrandothell, and in admoniſhing all, eſpe- 
cally touldicrs,to.learne of our bleſſed Sauiour,thar 
moſt mecke Lambe and gentle Douc. Let bis ſay» 
ings. be frequent in. your mouthes and ſetled in 
your ſouls. Amongſt others,remember theſe which 
tollow, ſome whereof proceeded from his owne 
moſt bleſſed mouth, and all of them from his ſa. - 
cred Spirit: Ds as thoa.-wouldeſt be done unto: Be mer= 
cifull as your heauenly father is mercifhll. Mere plea. 
{eth cur God, Blefſed are the mercifull, for they ſball ob. 
$4ine mercie. Letnone thinke thatmercie- and mane 
hood, courage and kindneſſe,. courtcfie.and chi. 
ualrie, might and meckneſle, cannot dwell toge. 
ther. True courage hath-pictic, and-pictic hath pit- 
tie. This mixture was ſcene in Moſes,a moſt valiant. 
Captaine,yer the meekeſt man of that world.It was. 
ſkene alſo innoble 1oſnczyca and many worthy pat« 
rernes- there are left vs of. great valiantneſle and. 
ercat mercie ioyned together in Chriſtian.-Empes 
rours, Kings and Captaines, as Cowfantine, YValen. 
tinian, Charlemaine, Charles the fift, and our King: 
Henrie the fift (crowned in Paris.) What ſhall Lſay 
more: Time would be too ſhort to-reckon vp-many 
other valiant, yet mecke and mercifull Chriſtians, 
As they who in their vocations do kill-bealts to ſu- 
ſtaine the lite of man, are not thereby. made the 
more cruell.toman if they be ſpiritually minded, 
(the ficlhly I confeſle may rhence be ficlhed to 
-—— ___— 
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hardnes of heartz) no more arc holy ſouldiers made 
ſauage by embruing their hands in the blood:of 
many beaſtly foes, As they wbo inthe old Law kil- 
led beaſts continually for ſacriftces, were nor there. 
by made bioody hearted: no more are thoſe Soul- 
diers. who-performe an acceptable. worke to our 


God,by ſhedding the blood of. his enemies, there, 


by made fierce to his friends: No, no, they conti» 


- nue innocent: like-Doues,_ and milde as Lambes. 


Thoughtheir banners be red, their manners be 
white. Though theirſwords be bloody,their words 
be gentle: and their deeds lauely. And thus ſhould 
Sion Souldicr-ftriue to make adifference between 


the VVhore of whores bloodie ſouldiers and chem- 


ſelues: theſe like our God full of mercie;thoſc like 


the King-killing-Locuſts, and like.-Satan full of - 


waſſacres.. Sa much for the fourth. werthiy linke, 
Onely adding .thatall the matters here named con+ 
cerning warlike mercie,nuſtfill be weighed inthe 
ballaace of Chriſtianwiſedome , with due regard 
firſt to che word-of our-Gad * then £o-time, place; 
occaſion, circumſtance and* perſon; each of which. 
I leaue tothe holy diſcretion of prudent Captains 
and Sovidiers:.. p 
The fiftworthy link, the fift worthy thing I ſay; 


for ſacred Souldiers tocanſider of and- prattile;is, rhe Bfremy | 
Truth in all leagues,cathes and promiſes; The very hea: #&# Trmb. 


. then had greatcare of this: how much-more ſhould. 


z 
Regulus inTyul, 


Chriſtians reſpe& it. Seudents know. what Tully Te; 


wrote of Regulus, namely how being at libertie, & 
giuing promiſe cither to releaſe certaine capriues 
errcturnc; madechoice to come backe, yea to ex: 
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treme torments for his promiſe ſake. Let the e: 


muocating,diſſembling,double taced,double dea- 


ling Whore ot che world and hervaſlals (whom ſhe 
reacheth ro difſemble by mentall referuations and 
blaſphemous abuſe of that place of Scripture, 243 
ſorne giue me thy heart, and it ſufficerh;) ler them 


be infamous astheyare, tor breaking ali bonds of 


trurh: bur let Proteſtant ſouldiers binde faſt and 
keepefaſt rhele bonds, though icthould be totheir 
great ſeeming loſle, our good God will requite it; 
and it 5noloſle to gaine his fauour, though with 
lofſe. We may be depriued of ſome temporal! com. 
fort(which might norwithſtandinghaue turnedto 
our diſcomfort;) but the inward ioy of Gods Spirit 
by obeying him, is of more value then any gaine, 
eſpecially rhe gaine of vngodlinefſe. Remember 
that althongh-this truth is ro be kept by all perſons 


at all times and places,and in all vocations, yer ſpe- 
.cially among Princes,Generals,Captaines and ſoul- 


diers inwarre, My reaſon 45 this: In peace the mat- 
ters betwecne wan and man are moſt commonly 
touching lands and houſes or goods, by ſome kind 
of contraQ,bargain,fale or exchange, none of theſe 
do reach to thelife of man dire&ly:albeit then thar 
the breach of word in theſe cafes may doe great 
harme, yetlI fay againe ic toucheth notlife; and 
withall it are it ſelfe either to one perſon only, 
or toone houſhold onely , or to ſoine few perſons 
or houſholds : but the breaches of promiſe in war, 


are of ſo large extent,as thatthat they ſtretch to the 


ſpoile of awholearmie, ſowerimes of a whole coun- 
trie, euen tor all in all, (goods, houſes, lands, _ 
waar 
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what'not?) Therefore theſe breaches of promiſe 
are like rhe breaches of the ſea into the maine land, 
which carrie dawne all before them, and leaue-no 
place, no building, io perſon vatoucht, ouerwhel- 
ming Churches: it is notthus in the breach of pro- 
miſe in civil contrats and bargaines in peaceable 
times at home. Hereby Lgo not about toextenuate . 
the leaſt failing in common promiſes with the mea. 
neſt ſort of: people : for Gods children ſhould be 
very waty to promiſe namore then theyare willing 
and in all likelihood ableto performe, And though 
their purpoſe be cuer ſ0.good, yer if the plotsftaile, 
if the paimentcomeſhort, they are to be gricued. - 
tor it, and ro endeuour by allpofhible meanes to- 
giue ſatisfaction, and not onely fo, but then withall 
they muſt be abundantly wary that they fall nor 
into the like againe, A dearechild of God may be 
ouertaken in thele ctuill things, ſometimes by his 
owne proieas miſhng, ſometimes by others decei- 
uing him, ſawerimes by ſudden loſſes or: croſſes; 
which fall out;to the ſounes of men; but they muſt 
take heed.of wilfull defrauding any of their goods, 
and much more of craftic cozening and deeeiuing, 
& they muſt carefully make reſtitution by ail $00d 
induſtrie and frugalitic;- and rhey muſt alſo tor e- 
uer after bethe more warie how they borow.Con- 
fider now of the caſes in warre: Conſider I ſay of 
the breakins of leagues,yowes and oathes amongſt 
wicked men in. martial} matters. You ſhall find that 
moſt of themare Machiauiliian & Ahitophel plots 
made of purpoſe, cuen as artificers make” nets :0 
catch wilde beats. Donor imitate them, Deale you 
plainly, 
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phialy,ruly,(incerely and righteouſly with all ſorts 
of people, friends and toes. Our holy toretarhers 
hane bin highly caretull ot 'plaine dealing, and. ſo 
let vs. /o/#. thattight valianc Captaine, audall the 
Princes with him, gave a notable patterne of this 


plaine dealing and true dealing in the caſe of the . 


. Gibconites,though they wrought craftily. The IC 
raclites were-commanded to ſpare no ſuch neare 
neighbours as the Gibeonites were, yet having 
made a promile to them ſuddenly,they teared more 
eo breake that old rule of truth, thar rule T ay of 
poog keeping, thenthis newrule of wor'dly po= 

icie, in killing ſuch as might'be goages t# their ſides 
endthornes is theireyes. This patterne let all true 
Chriſtian-ſould.ers imicare, and not prefer politike 
crucltie before Proteſtant innocencie. As each 

odly policie may bevſed againſt wicked enemics, 

o all kind of piety muſt be praQiſed towards them, 


We muſt repay good foreuill,and notcary reuen. 


ging mindes. [t reuenge be cuil,how euill isit when 
a Chriſtian-ſhall breake all bonds of promiles giue, 
of purpoſe to breake into reuenge by cratr. T his is 
vtterly evill. As Z/w4 and the Nobles were and are 
juſtlyzo be commended for that famous example 
of keeping promiſe, ſo Sauls ſonnes were worthily 
hanged (along time after) cuen forthat very pro- 
miſe broken with ſome of the Gibeonites. Conſt. 
der that our God is the God of truth, yea truth it 
ſelte3 his ſonnes the ſonnes of truth, and our Pro- 
reſtant Religion the Religion of truth: but contra- 
riwiſe, Satan isthe father of lying from the begin- 
ning,all his Popiſh Ieſuited ſonnes 1ying —_— 
an 
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' for Son ſouldiers. © 33 
and their Religion a Religion of lies. T herfore ſtill 
I ſay, let allProteſtants and Proteſtant ſouldiers a- 
boue all continue in all truth as touching leagues, 
promiſes and oathes, Let Sion ſouldiers excell in 
that vertue (truth I ſay) whoſe oppoſite vice (tall- 
hood) is moſt proper to all winding, ſhifting, tur- 
ning whores, and to Romeaboucall. Lerall Pro- 
tcltant ſouldicrs abhor that vice,and procure a moſt 
bleſſed name of caretull and ſure keeping all their 
oathes,leaguesand promiſes, that ſo they may (iN, 
by and through ChriſtTeſus our Lord) obtaine the 
promiſe of rclting in Gods holy mountaine, when pry re, 
that whore and her ba{tard ſeed (who make a pra- ; 

tile wiltully,w'llingly and purpoſely to breake all 
promilcs with Proteſtants ) ſhall be chrowne into 
the ſea of deſtruQton, yea the bottomieſle lake, ex- . 
cept repentance be giuenthem. To conclude this 
point, let vs(euen ail Proteſtants) carefully imitate 
our bleſſed Lord and Sauiopr Teſus Chriſt-in a'l 
truth, and abhor that whore ot Rome his eneinie, 
eſpecially for her falſhood. And ſoI conclude the 
ioyning of this fift linke to the reſt,namely, Truch 
in all leagues,oathes and promiſes. 

The fixt worthy linke,is Contentednes,[ ſay con- Thee: work, 
tentedneſſe with theirpay: and this according to "7 # conren-, 
Tohn Baptiſts aduertiſement, Do violence to no man, wie pes: ; 
meither accuſe any man falſly, and be content with your Luke 3.4- 
wages.Thz want of this worthy link,is a chiefe cauſe 
why ſo many make ſuch hanocke and waſte in war 
(azainſt all lawes of God and man, ) as ſheweth 
them to be vtterly vaworthy of this high caliing 


of a {ouldicr, As wicked ſonnes wil not ſtay for hate 
Y- 
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fathers goods till they come to it by their gift or 
death, but robbe them in theirlife time : ſo wicked 
ſouldicrs wil not ſtay for ſpoiles till cheir heauenly 
Father hath brought their foes to death or flight, 
but they will vſe pilling and polling by and by, yea 
and ſometimes killing and ranſacking (not of foes 
onely,but of friends alſo) as ſoone as they gct the 
name of ſoldiers.Thele counterters are the cauſe of 
that ill report which generally is brought vp euen 
vpon all ſouldiers, how holy foeuer, Howbcit it is 
the dutie., and it will be the wiſedome. of all good 


_ people to lay the blame where it ought to be laid, 


and not to traduce and blot the innocent; let the 
wicked bearc his owne diſgrace. Qur God will nor 
hauc a good ſonne to beare the ignominie of his fa. 
thers fault; and ſhall a good ſouldier beare the ſpot 
of his wicked fellows ſin? This is vniuſt. Learn you 
and praiſe you the gracing of facred ſouldiers: 
they watch tor you when you {lcepe:they fare hard 
for you, when you feaſt : they endure extreme cold 
and heate, when you are in caſe and place to pro- 
curc comforts and remedies both waycs: they want 
the mutuall ſocictie of their deareſt friends, when 

youare in the midſt of them : yeaanadiuerstimes 
they lacke that bleſling of bleſſings, the word prea- 

ched (by tumults and toſſings)- when you cntoy it 

abundantly : and laſtly they hazard thcir lines for 

you, as well as for themſelues, when you itt vnder 

your owne vines in all ſafetic and plentie. Requite 

not the good fort of ſouldiers ſo 111, as to diſgrace 

them with vile perſons,and to ioyne them with rio- 

tous and rakehels.. To whom ſhall I reſemble ſuch 
d. 
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for Sion ſouldtrs. 35 
a wicked generation? Surely ſuch wicked ſouldicrs 
in war, are like Elzes riotous ſonnes in peace, what- 
ſocuercheir luſting heart deſireth , that their thee- 


uiſh hands will wreſt, without any reſpeR of juſtice, 


law,order, ſeaſon,age or ſexe : but gracious ſouldi. 
crs,who feare the great God of iſracl, will be as wel 
contented with competent pay in war, as any poore 
threſher,hedger or ditcher it peace; ſo tar wil they 
be trom hurting any, as that they will rather de- 
fend their neighbours goods ( innocents goods) 


from theviolence of others who make no conſci- 


ence of their wayes. No doubt but good Danid 
taught his ſouldiers this dotrine, and kept them 
in this diſcipline : yea and it may well appeare that 
they followed his inſtructions. Nabals ſeruant con- 
felled their aboundant kindnefle,s yea ſo far as to 
be a wall to them both by day and night. T his was 
arareexample, quite contrary co the cuſtome of 
moſt ſouldiers now adayes, who take robbing and 

rifling as a part of their wages; ſo.as when they re- 
ceiue preſſe mony, they eſteeme that they receiue 

alſo a large licence to take all maner commodities 

fromall ſorts of people ( without any regard of 
Gods cye orfcare ofhis ſword, ) ſpoile they will, 
rob they will (how,when, whom,they care not) as 

they go to war, inthe time of war, and as they re- 

turne from battell, Theſe are Sathans takers, right 

Shabeans.God forbid that any Proteſtant ſouldiers 

ſhould cuer vſe this riot, this crueltie: nay rather 

ler them be well contented with ſuch pay as our 

God allotteth them: yea and let them have more 


contcntedneſle then this alſo, or elſe they be not 
F 3 gra- 
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gracious,Sion ſouldiers, Put caſe that Kings,Prin- 
ccs, Generals and Captaines haue not alwates their 
pay rcadie(as it may tall out ſometimes tothe molt 
godly,liberall, prouident and potent gouernours in 
the world,) is there not a higher contentednes to 
be practiſed here by Chriſtian (ouldiers?doubtleſle 
rhere is. For though »o man goeth a warfare at his 
one coſt (as the Apoſtle ſaith) yet in dayes of ne- 
celhtie, ſacred fouldiers muſt take their God tor 
their pay-malter, and rcfi qu:et, and ſtand coura- 
gi0us for atime without their pay. Naya degrce 
turcher then this too : Say that vituals wax ſcarce 
as well as wages, yet Sion ſouldiers will make no 
mutinies for ail thele wants, no, though vnder offt- 
cers ſhould negle& orabulethem in all theſe things 
(which God forbid,and giue wiſedome and care to 
ſuperiour magiſtrates to looke narrowly to that 
point,) holy ſouldicrs will not murmure as the wic- 
ked [{raclites did in the wildernefle, but rather ſub- 
mir themſclues as mecke lambes vnder the mightie 
hand of their hcauenly Father, (eucn as Samſon 
did, when our good God quenched his thirſt pre- 
ſertly,whereby he was refreſhed in atime of great 
want,) and ſooner giue comfort to their goucrners 
whom they ſee gricued for their ſakes, then adde 
affl:Qtions and griefes vnto them by their diſcon* 
tentments. It is one thing to keep backe the hire- 
lings wages or foode ont of a couctous or carcleſle 
mind, and another thing to be wounded in heart 
becauſe the trait is ſo gre+t,that Kings,Princes,Ge- 
nerals and Captzines cannot do that for their ſoul- 
dicrs which their ſoule defireth ; in ſucha caſe ſan- 
: -— cificd - 


ks Ow wn or "3 4. 


-- "oF. OP 


for Sion ſouldiers, 37 
ified ſouldiers will rather cheere vp their valianc 
gouernours (by their holy learningro abound and 
want) then make tumults for lacke of cheere. How 
far then will they be from ſuch an vtter fa ling a- 
way, as to forſake God and gouernours,cauſe and 
campe,becauſe their purſes and mouthes be nor al. 
wayes filled? Many wicked ſouldiers are vtterly 
voide of this godly minde,who vpon the leaſt want 
of pay or prouiſion, do ſhewall maner want of pa- 


tienceand contentedneſle;yea fo far as to make in- 


{ſurre&tions. Some (in this caſe) fallto curſing, rai- 
ling and rauing ;zand otherſome fall away to the e. 
nemie. No longer plentie,no longer dutie;no lon- 
ger pay, no longer Prince.. Such ſouldiers as thus 
forſake God and goucrnours for wantof mony and 
meate, do bewray great emptinefle of grace, and 
do much diſgrace the honourable profeſſion of a 
ſouldier. This theweth that their grounds and re. 
ſolutions in coming to war,were ltniſter,and quite: 
voide of all godlinefle. As betweene man and wite, 
arents and children, triend and friend, there is a 
firm indiſſoluable bond of louc,as well in adueriity 
a5 proſperitic : ſo it is betweene goucrnours and 
their ſouldiers, nothing muſt part chem bur death, 
vnrill by a generall coatent they giue ouer war. If 
at any time the wants be ſo great, as they cannor 
be endured, then ir will be the wiſedome and 
mercie of ſupreme Leaders and Commanders Nto 
relinquiſh and breake vp tora time, and to vie all 


.go0d meanes {or their ſouldiers ſaf: tie as for their 
owne: but whiles hope of vitoric rewaineth, and 


matters 20 ina tolicrable fort, no want of wages 
F -3 in 


z$ A ſtirituall Chaine 

in any wiſe, nor any ſufferable want of any neceſſa- 
Ties, will cauſe ſouvldiers that haue taſted of the new 
birth,to abandon the campe,or curſe and ban their | 
Rulers ; knowing that ſo much the more patience 
as they haue in extremities, ſo much the more rc. 
compence they ſhall haue (both with God & man) 
in vitories. As they that faithfully ſuffer other 
lofles at home (in lands, houſes, goods or libertics) 
with our molt bleſſed Saujour, {hall vndoubredly 
reigne with him : ſo they that in war ſuffer with 
their Leaders 1n bard ſtraits, ſhall vndoubtedly tri- 
umph with them atlength; if not in earth, yetlet 
them know, that if they ſuffer Chriſtianly in war, 
(for Chriſts ſake I ſay) this is alſo a right bleſſed 
meanes through Chriſts merits to reigne with him 
and with his Deputie-Captaines eternally. Ler not 
Chriſtian ſouldiers then looke with the eye of fleſh 
vpon preſent meanes, but with the eyeof faith vp- 
on Gods power and promiſe, and wholy commit 
themſeclues vnto this good Father of fathers, eſtce. 
ming his glory and his Deputies comfort and pro- 
tection to be of more value then all the wages and 
victuals inthe world, Let it neuer be ſaid,that Sion 
ſouldiers are like couctous worldlings,all for mony, 
nothing for loue. The ancient heathen ſhall con- 
demne ſuch ſelfe-loversz yea weake women a- 
mongſt the heathen ſhall condemne them, euen a 
Moabite: did Ruth leave Naomi (though greatly vr- 
ged)becauſe ſhe was now become poore?No (ure, 
ſhe cleaued to her in a time of penurie (much like 
a time of war) and that in a moſt louing and con- 


tant mancr, Naomi you know yas in very extraor- 
oe, | dinary 


for Sion ſoldiers, 39 
dinarygriefe and diftreſſe when ſhe was to trauell 
alone (tor ought ſhe knew) from Moab to Iudea. 
This tender mother in Jaw-was loth to haue her 
daughters in law with her, leſt they ſhould come to 
dangers and wants. Atlength-the one of them was 
perſwaded to returne; but the other would by no 
mcanes leaue her ; come what wants might come, 
Auth would not forlake Naomi. Naomi did ſay, nay 
rather Marah (as ſhe calls her ſelfe) ſhe wonld take 


p:rt with her tn bitternefſe, Ponder well vpon her Rubize 


moſt kind words (a rare daughter in law,) /ztreate 
me not to leaue thee, or to yeturne from following after 
thee : for whither thou goeſt, Iwill go; and where thou 
lo7geſt,1 will lodge : T hy people ſhall be-my people, and 
thy G1d my God : where thou dieft, will I die,” and there 
will I be buried: The Lord do ſoto me,and morealſo,if 
ow2ht bit death part thee aud me. Doubtleſſe gracious 
ſouldiers wi.l ſay as much for theloue which they 
beare to their louing Kings, Princes, Gouernours 
and Captaines; they will not leaue them nor for- 
ſake them for want of wages, no-nor for want of _ 
food, ſo long as nature hath any ſtrength to hold 
out. Sion ſouldiers would think ic great ſhame and 
diſgrace, that any woman, ſpecially a Moabite, 
ſhould go beyond them inclole ſtanding to a deare 
friend in time of aduerſitie. As &#th then ventured 
to gleane for her wother in law and her ſelte a- 
mongſt ſtrangers (and fomeoft them of ſtrange and 
boiſterous qualities: ) ſo will they venture to roue 
and reape in the enemies countrie tor their owne 
and their Captains ſuſtenance: yea to ruſh through 


multitudes, like Davids Worthics: for the water of 1599 (3.15.10 
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Bethlzhem, rather then exclame againſt their Lea- 
ders tor ſuch wants as lie not in their power to fup. 
ply. A lowebbe of earthly maintenance will not 
bringa Sion ſouldierto a lowebbe of heauely loue, 

Good King Daxid was brought to a low ebbe,when 

hee and his men ate the Shew-bread. And what 

great ſtore of prouiſion may wee ſuppoſe that hee 

had, when hee fent to Nabal tor ſome of his ſtore: 

or when King Achiſh asked him, Where he had bin 

a rouing that day? Neither is it like that hee had 

much wages to glue his ſouldiers in the wildernelle. 

Behold here a grear Captaine in great wants; yer 
his louing ſouldiers held out with him to the end, 

without any ſtorming at all meerly for want of 
mony or meate, So let Sion ſouldiers do with their 

Dauids, and not ſtand vpon their due or right, in 

times of difhcultic. Let ſouldiers learne to make a 

difference of times, and according thereunto now 

and then to flouriſh in all things, now and then to 

fade inall things,ſaue onely in one, that is to ſay, 

the aſſurance of a powerfull, glorious and gractous 

God,to ſupply all their wants, it they will ply him 

with earneſt petitions, and truſt ro him who neuer 

failed any. One way or other a faithfull man thal be 

ſupplied, yea and ſometimes that way hee leaſt 
thovght on; as Let trom his bondage, and the 1(- 
raclites ttom the famine which the Aramires cau- 

ſed. Therefore I ſay once more, that a Sion ſouldier 


uit {till Jooke vpon that famous worthy linke of - 


Is heavenly chaine, Reſolved courage; and not be 
C:CIN-»FOUE Or dereted for want of his due in time 
of aducriitic. Is thts a ſouldiers caſe alone when 


he 


for Sion ſouldiers. - 
he 1sabroad in wars No ſurely: It is theMatiners 
caſe at Sca : yea and more then that alſo, it is the 
Plowmans caſe at home it isthe Artificers caſe at 
home ; nay and it may be the Paftors, and the very 
Kings caſe himlelfe at home, All theſe have their 


portions allowed of the Lord our God,-and accor- | 
ding to their places plentitull- portions in ns 


proſperitiez but in aduerlitie, in troubled waters, 
in ſtormes,in dearths, in time of peſtilence, in per: 
ſecutions for the Goſpell, each of theſe (cuen the 
Lords annointed) muſt be content to abate of their 
due,of their right, yea and come to ſackcloth and 
aſhes with faſting ſometimes : they muſt not looke 
continually for ſuch plentic, -recompence, atten- 
dance andreſpet, as belongs vnto them : No, no, 


| theyareintheir right way when in ſuch caſes they 
abate of their right. If this contentednes with want . 


of their due, bclong to Prince and Paſtor , how 
much more to common people? It to Kings and 
Caprtaines, how much more to ſouldiers * All men 
mult receiue their ſtate;calling and place vpon con- 
dition;that if our good God wil call them to wants, 
they muſt be as wel contented with penurie as with 
plentie, and ſay with patient 9b, 7 he Lord hath gi- 


wen,the Lord hath taken away,bleſſed bethe name of the —- 
Lord: Shall we receive goed at the hands of the Lord, 1ob 2,10, 


and not rectine euill ? And they muſt ſay with Paxl, 
1 haue learned in whatſoeuer eſt ate T cm, therewith tobe 
content:l can be abaſed, and I can abound: enery where 
in all things I am inſtructed, buthto be fall andtobe 
hunerie, to abound and towant. Is not our heauenly 


Father moſt wiſe, moſt prouident, moſt powerfull, 
| G and 
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and moſtdouing? He is. Therefore this affliction, 
this want is goad for vs; otherwiſe he would nor 
{uffer itto fall vpon vs. Now know this moreouer, 
that ſuck wants as thele may come tothe molt god. 
ly ſouldiers as welasto the moſt vagodly ones. For 
in things of thisnature, There i (as Solomon faith) 
one euent tothe righteous and to the wicked,to the good 
and io the enill, tothe cleant and tothe unileant, ro him 


that ſacrificeth and to him-that ſacrificeth not , as ts the 


Rccle(.8,13,12, 
13, 
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good, ſos the ſenners and he that ſweareth, as he that 
careth an oath. Good fouldiers may doc good an 
hundred times,and yet ſuſtaine many wants after. 
wards: wicked ſouldiersmay doeuill (yea commit 
foule outrages) an hundred times, and yet remain - 
in great plentie, yea and-go away vvithnotable vi. 
Rories. Howbeit' inthe end there ſhall bea diffe- 
reence wade and feene, as both Daw/d and his ſon 
Solomon ſay, Becauſe ſentence againſt an euill worke is 
net executed ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the ſonnes 
of men # fully ſet im thews 10 do eill:: But though a ſin- 
do euill an hundred times, and his dayes be prolonged, 
get ſurely 1 know that it ſhal be well with them that feare 
the Lord: but it ſhall not be well with the wicked, nei. 
ther ſhal he prolong hu days,wch are 4s a ſhadow, becauſe 
he feareth not before God, And again: Mark the way of 
the upright man,and behold, for the end of that man «s 
peace. A good ſouldier conlidering this end,wil not 
be diſcouraged ina faithlefle manner for want of - 
wages and vittuals (when the enemy hath aboun-- 
dant) and thereby grieue his gouernour,bur as Fa#/ 
ſaid in his kind of war, what meane you to weep and 10 
breake mine heart? 1 amareadie, not to be bownd ney, 
wt 


- bread ontly, but byeuery word that proceedeth out of the 
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but alſo #0 die for the name of the LordTeſws:So ſhould 

2 holy Sion ſouldier fay: Why breake you my heart 

O louing Captaine,by gricuing for my wants,I am 

ready not onely to want my wages and foode for 

thecauſe of my Chriſt , but to ſpend my deareſt 
drop of blood tor him,and with you. Gracious Io- Zach. rr. rr, 
ſian touldiers ({o I call the tender hearted to their 
Fouernours) wil mourneto ſee their Captain come 
eo any griefe or wound, by the Captaines owne fai. 
lingin any of his plots or cariages: how will they 
teare then to bring their Captaine to mourning,by 
their owne failing in any dutie of kindnefle to their 
Gouernour! A holy ſouldier will ſay thus in time 
of his gouernours diſabilitie to pay wages: I ſerue 
2 good Lord,cuen the Lord lefus Chriſt, who hath 
Promiſed not to leaue 1s nor forſakevs; he will pay 
you and we our wages (good Captaine.),And thus 


he will ſay-in time of diltreſle for tood: 7 /ive- not by P*n.8.;. 


Mata,4:4. 


mouth of my God: hence am | ftrengthened;l did put 
on this mind at howe in tny country,betorel] ſtept 
a foote towards this war ; theretore be not grieved 
(I beſeech you) for any wants of mine;asI haue bin 
well contented with my wages heretofore, ſo am [ 
as well content without it row; and as for food (O 
Captain)I wait vpon my good God forit; and here 
will I tand for him, and to you, come what may 
come, till death ir ſelfe come, (God aſſiſting me.) 
onely be you ſtrong and of good comfort. Thus 
much for the fixt Worthy, wherein I have bin the 
longer, becauſe wany ſouldiers baue bin ſo ſhort in 
this contentednes with pay & prouiſton,as thereby 
| G2 Me 
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to hazard,or diſſolue,or deftroy mightie armies. 

T he ſeuenthvvorthy linke, which I aduiſe Pro- 
teſtant ſouldiers to conlider of, is,their /iritzall ar- 
»1-ur,they muſt haue much more care ot putting on 
and keeping on that armour,then of their corporal 
armor;this is thattrue armor of proofe, which Paul 
for rheexcellencic thereof doth call The Armony of 
Gd. By this armour Gods children are enabled 
(through him,by whom they can doall things) to 
{tand againſt the greateſt aſſaultsof all:7Take vnto you 


 (fairhthe Apoſtle) the whole armour of God, that you 


Eph.6.13, 


may be able to withſtand inthe euill day , and hauing 
done all to land. Stand therefore, hauing your loines 
girt about with truth, and hauing on the breaſtplate of 


' righteouſneſſe, and your feete ſhod with the preparation 


of the Goſpell of peace ;, aboue all things take the ſhield of 
faith,wherewth ye ſhal be able to quench the fiery darts 
of the wicked, and takethe helmet of ſaluatton, and the ' 
ſword of the Spirit which #s the word of God, praving 
alwayes with all prayer and ſupptlication in the ſpirit. 
Let me now lay downealittle concerning euery of 
theſe ſeuen peeces of armour,the better to expreſle: | 


Tr#th the gxrale them for the vnlearneds ſake. Firſt of: all, Truth in 


worſhipping the true God, and ſoundneſle in this 
truth, wuſt compaſſe you about bke a girdle, to: 
make you.ſtrong in your marching, as they whoſe 
loines are girded , whereby you may the better 
fight againſtall aduerſaries whatſoeuer they be that 
oppoſe thistruth, In truth and in ſpirit you are to - 
worſhipthe true God , hee will make. this truth a - 
mightie detence to you, being indeed the fitſt part | 
of a Chriſtian ſouldicrs armour,This armour is nov - 

SI like. - 
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like the corporall,which is put on peecemeale, this 
partfirſt,and that next,and then the girdle lalt:nay 
this is put'on all together: and ſo the girdle of ve- 
ritic taltneth-on all the reſt. For without this truth 
in Gods wor{hip, no other parts will fit cloſely,or 
remaine orderly vpon you. As theheathen man Ca- 


go aid well of Ceſar touching his earthly girdle,0d# - 


puerum,male canitum, 1 bate that ſame yonker who 
gocth lo looſely girded:ſo our God hateth old and 
yong,bigh and low,who care not tor his true wor. 
ſhip, this gracious girdle.z marke their behauiour, 
you (hal find itloole, He that cares not forthis truth: 
in worſhipping the true-God, ſhall be a falle and a- 
loole fouldier. Therefore keepe on your girdle, you: 
Sion {ouldiers, Beware of idols, beware of all falſe 
worſhip (Matſes and the purtenances,adotation of 
Saints)and ſuchlike,. Then hauing endeuoured to- 


give our God his due, then I ſay comes:your Breaft- Righteruſeſſe 
' plate of righteouſnes; your righteous life muſt ſhine" POfpaRe, 


cleerly betore men. Part not this true ife from true: 
worlhip: our glorious God thall haue great honour: 
thereby, and the aduerſaries {all rett aſhamed,whe- 
they ſpeake that cuill of you which they cannot: 
proue;. This plate will ſo couer-your breaſts, as-to' 


| make them vadaunted and joytull continually: yea” 


it wil! be ſuch a peece of arwour,as none hall be a-:- 
ble to pierce, no not the greateſt Azack or Goliah in © 


earth or hell. This peece of armour thus ſetled, 


? 


you mult alſoput on ſþrrerual hopes, betore you go. 


abroad : you miſt have PEAce fromthe Prince of, he looes: 


peace z you cannot ſtand in any war: without this - 
peace which paſſeih all underſtanding; Ii you venture * 
G 3 » A: 
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abroad without thoſe ſhooes (rhat peace) cuery 

place ſhall be as ſharp ſtones, nay as thornes where- 

ſocuer you tread; and.f you kicke, you ſhall kick a- 

g24inſt pricks. T herefore you muſt carefully put on 

this pcece of armour, euen that peace which comes 
from the God of peace; you muſt faſten ir on to 

your ſoules,as ſhoes to your feete, then ſhall you 
treadfafely.V pon what? Euen vpon the neckes of 

Mi.4.;- thewicked at laſt (till they be as daft) how great 10- 
ever they be. They haue their pleaſure now, and 

you ſhall have your joy hercatter : their pleaſure is 
momentanie , your ioy ſhall be cucrlaſting. Nay 

more then ſo, our good God doth oftentimes allc 

affoord his ſouldiers this downe treading of his e- 

9.0242 AMies in this world, yea vpon their wery necks,as he 
10.14% did in /oſaahs time. This peace with God is the 
chicfe peace, which no war of the molt vile ene- 

mies can keep from you. This peace with God,wi!l 

breed peace with men alſo , and with all the crea- 

tures; yea and nouriſh patience and courage againſt 

all oppoſitions : without which, men ſhall come ſo 
.vnprepared tobattell, asa traueller to his iourney 

if he want ſhooes. What a comfortable peace is 

this? How famousare the very ſoles of theſe ſhooes, 

and how beautitull are the feete that bring you this 

peace. Tothis peace you are prepared bythe glad 

Path theſie ty, dings which the word. of our God brings you 
touching the Meſhah, in whom our peace conſiſt. 

eth. 'Your ſhooes being on,abroad you go,but not 

without yourShield in any wiſe. 'In your iourney 
(ouer andaboue ſtones and thornes) make account 


that you ſhall mecte with Bu/s of Baſary, whom»no 
_ in- 
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| ſelfe,and fayrru'y, Salvation is mine, by my Chritt 
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incloſure will hold ; with yong:and old foxes as, 

yea mad dogs andother mad beafts, (ſuch as Pau! 

fought with) nay vvith Beares,vvolues,lions,tigres, 

and aſpes: feare them not,you Sion ſouldiers, de- 

pend taithfully and wholy ypon your heauen!y Fa- 

cher , truſting in his mercie through the merits of 

hs deare Sonne Ielus. Chriſt our Lord, Sauiour and 

grand Capraine, and vpon his good will rowards 

you, and withall vypon his moſt powerfull abilicie - 

to defend you. This faith ſhall be your ſhield, and 

by it. you fhall be ſhielded. This part of your armor 

isof ſuch proofe,as you haue a wholecloud of wit- 

neſles in the word of our God,to teſtifie that who- 1ep.x1.che: 
ſocuer vſed it in a gracious maner, vvere alvvayes whole chap. 
kept from all the burr of any troubles. You may *2-12.1, 
haue (ſeeming) griefes , but they ſhall bring you Heb.12,xr, 
a ſubſtantial] quiet fruit, This is chat ſhield which 
performeth that truly,vvhich is falſly reporred of 
inchanced ſhields,viz. continuall preſervation : no 

earthly nor infernall blow can vtterly and finally 0- 
uerturne him that hath vvel] puton this ſhield.But 6 
yer,left (notvvithſtanding all chis) dreadtull death per veny 
do offer to ſeize vpon you, and vtrerly to diſmay 

you, you muſt have more armourthen this; deaths 

ſtroke is mightie , it offereth violence rorhe verie 

heart of your temporall comforr,euen to life it felf, 

How ſhall you doe now 2 On vvith your Helmer, 

O Sion ſouldier, and that is faluation. Say to your - 
reſerued in heauen for me; nay an entrance into that e- 4G 
werlaſting kingdome of our Lord and Sauiour Teſus 


chriſt, is miaiftredunto me abundantly. When this 
Helmet 
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Helmet is thus put on, let death ſtrike and doe the 
vvorlt it can; this aſſurance. thateterna life is yours, 


end kept in ſtore for you (by him from whom none 


can vvreſt it) this,this vvill couer your head in the 

day of your greateſt battel]. Then ſhall you ſay to 

1.Cor.t5.55%, death,where i thy ſting? and to the graue, wheres thy 

| _ wictorie? My head, my life,is kept ſafe by my Head 

{that Lord of life.) Imitatethe vvilieſerpent in this, 

he ſtill maintaines his head aboue all parts; ſo doe 

you maintaine your head-peece, aſlurcd ſaluation. 

T he next pecce of armour is your Sword. Remem. 

6. Thewrd ber vvel that you are not to fight as children, vvith 
the ſipord, fiſts or vvith little vvands, but vvith a rwo edged 
ſword,that vvord of our God. T his cutteth cuery 
way ; itdefendeth, it offendeth. . As Daxid ſaid of 
Goliahs {word for preſeruation of his bodice, None 
eo that, griueit me: {o ſay I of this ſword, tor preſer- 
vation of your ſoule, None to this, take it to you 
in yourright hand. With this ſword our Saujour 
Math,4.7: put off Satan that great Tempter : by the ſame 
+ ſword all his members do the ſame. It beates your 

enemies weapons to their faces, yea totheir ſculs, 

and bruiſeth their bairie ſcalpes. Binde it faſt on;/et 

2,>2m.23.10. It not ruſt: vſe it, yea till it cleaue to your band, like 
the ſword of Eleazar, Davids worthy. Then it at a- 
ny time: you begin to faint in ſo great a skirmilh, 
(as the Apoſtles did in that great wind, whenthey 
feared the ſinking of the ſhip) you haue another 
excellent peece of armour, defenſive and offenſive 
alſo, and that is prayer: nothing daunteth Sathan 
more, neither is there any thing which more com- 


forteth the thirſtie ſoule of man in this combat. We 
may 


r.Sam,21.9, 


7.Drayertbekey 
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may ſpiritnally and truly call it Heanens key. Eliah 


ſhut and opened the heauens by it. Eviſha ſhewed his lam,g,1718, 


ſeruant anarmie of Angels by it. Moſes ltayed the 


2,King.s, 


Exod.334,10, 


Lords hand by it, /oſa [tayedthe courle of the Sun Iol.r3; 14. 


by it (the better to be reuenged on Gods enemies, 
Bur of this peece of armour I ſhall haue occaſion 
to ſpeake a little more in the laſt Worthy, Meane 
while thus I fay: You haue heard ſenen peeces of 
ſpirituall armour, the laſt whereof (even prayer) 
hath che moſt charge laid vpon ir, becauſe it helpeth 
to make all thereſt brighter and brighter, and is 
of a larger extent for doing good to others, yea to 
the whole Church. T his peece of armour may be 
a meanes to wound them that wound your deare 


ones (namely your Princes, Paſtors,tellows in arms, ' 


and domeſticall friends) more then any gun or 0- 
ther weapon whatſoever: you muſt vie it, ſpeci- 
ally for benefiting the Lords annointed , and 
your ſpirituall Leaders who arc to dire& you for 


_ dodtrine and lite, (Gods ſalt to ſeaſon youz Gods 


lights to guide you;)your charge in this,is.that you 
vic it with watchtvlneſſe, inſtancieand feruencie: 
yea,whenthe wicked {lcepe drunken (]eeps,and all 
manerfinfull ſſcepes, then muſt you watch to per- 
formethis duticof prayer , ſerkimg him in your bed 
by night ,whom your ſoule logeth, as the Spouſe in the 
Canticlesz yea ri//ng at midnight, as Dawiadid, to 
praiſe ſo good a God. Remembel that you have a 
ſpeciall care of this armour : otherwiſe you will be 


Cani,z.n, 


Plal.119,62, 


tound naked, and ſo lic open to the enewie of ene- 
mics. Butif you be thus armed, then I ſay againe 


that no darts of Satan, norot his wicked partakers 
| H ſhall 


lob 1.7: 
i.Per,s 8. 


8 wwerihy, 
Con/ultavion, 


(hall veterly daunt you, no-not the dart-of death, 
But who ſhal help you to put:on this armour: Who 
but your reuerend, holy, skilfull and lowing Prea- 
chers; by whom (if you will) you may haue this ar- 
mour of proote,andthis worthy Chaine more tully 
expreſſed vato you; yea the verie lite of them 
brought to your ſoules . Thewritings of mortall 
men arc like an image (as it were) in reſpectof thar 
lite whichcomes from the mouth of Gods Embaſ- 
ſadours, by direQion and impreſhon of his Spirit. 
As you haue watchmen continually for your bo. 
dies, leſt you ſhould be ſurpriſed on a ſudden ; ſo 
God hath madethem watchmen tor your ſoules: 
therefore be ruled by them, and ſuffer your fpiri- 
tuall armour to be ioyned together, and put vpon 


you with all willingneſſeand thanktulneſle. Inti- 


nicely happic are they who make tene vic of this ar- 
mour of armours, And if thoſe taithtull Armorers, 
whom God ſends to arme their {oules againtt the 
aſſaults of that compaſſer of the world , that Ad- 
uerſarie, who goeth about likea roaring, Liow [ceking 
whom he may deuoure. And thus much for this ſe- 
venth worthie, that is to ſay,worthy arm-nur, confilt- 
ing as youhaue ſcene of ſeuen peeces. This is ſuch 
an armour of proofe,as no ſhot, no notcanon ſhot, 
no not the canon ſhot of hell ſhall euer be able ro 
pierce -: therefore in any wiſe ſce that it be well 
put on. | 
Theeightand laſt worthie thing tor ſacred ſoul- 
diers to conſider, is, that in all ations whatſocuer 
({pecially their great enterpriſes)they conſult witi 
their God before they attewpt any thing. oP 
at 
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hath alwaies bin the gracious practiſe of moſt ta- 

mous Kings, Princes; ludges, Captaines, fouldiers 

and all: this did Moſes,this did ſoſna,this did Daurd, 
this did the children of Iſtael preſently atrer /oſuas 
deceaſe.Nowthe chiefe meanes toconſultwith our ,,q.. .. 
glorious God, as well in chcſe- ations of war, as in © 

all other ations of peace, are two : by prayer, and 

by the word. I ſpeake not here of the word of God 

and of prayerin generall (which are two principall 

parts of the armour ſpoken of before,) but I ſpeake 

of them one!ly- as they are meanes to conſult with 

God. Theſe two are twins,and' muſt not be parted. 

Pray firſt, and then to the Law ando the Teſtimor ie, 
Prayeris tound to be a ſpeciall meanes to ask coun- 
ſell of,and to recciue connſell from his diuine Ma. 

teſtie, yea to talke with his moſt ſacred (elte,as a fon 

with the father. What may I ca!l praier, buta key 

(as | haue alreadie touched) to open the heauens; 

yea a kinde of moſt gracious violence offered to our 

moſt glorious God. By this meanes Moſes preuailed w _ r.12, 
againſt Amaleck : by this meanes 4ſa prevailed. a- Grow 4. 
eainlt the King of Ethiopia : by this meanes /eho- :.Chron,18,zr 
faphat ſcaped prefentdeath'in war, when Ahab tor 

wantot this was killed in the ſame battel.The word 

is that other meanes toaske and recetue heauenlic 

counſell: concerning which I fay, that no good 

Captaine or ſouldier will vndertake ame thing out 

of his owne, or anic other mans wit, policie, lcar.. 

ning or experience, except he haue that word of 

God for his warrant. From hence did good King 3% *3:1>*» 
David take his counſell in marriall affaires : from 3'Chron, «3.2, 


hence /choſaphat, from hence Hezekiah, Theword 2.Kug 19-2,, 
H2, a= 


- 
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Coloſl.3,2, 
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maketh yong men wiſer then their elders, yea then 
their teachers, nay then the greateſt coun{ellers,who 
rake not their counſell from thence. You mult ther- 
fore with King David, make the teſt:monies of your 
God your delight, yeathe men of your counſell. This is 
the line and Icuell of a Sion ſouldiers lite: this is the 
true light to walke by 5 without which whoſoever 
cnatreth into & followeth anie path, lethim be ſure 
to milfe the King of Kings high way, though he 
ſhould plot with /eroboawr, and out plot 4chrtophel 
(which were hard for the beſt wit to doe.) Nay, 
grant that he hit her plot of profit, pleaſure or ho- 
nour, yet ſhall he iſle the path of heauen,except 
he rerurne. The waies of man may ſeeme ſtraighr, 


green & pleaſant at firſt: bur if he conſult not with 


the word of his God, they wil proue crooked, black 


_ and mirie at Jaſt, But why gol about to praiſe the 


Sunne forlight,the fire tor heateyfiluer ſeuen times 
tried for purcneſle, and that which paſſeth the ho. 
nie and the honje-comb for ſweetneſle?They praiſe 
themſclues: yea and God himſelte praiſeth them, 
Onely this I will ſay more: As no godlie Captaine 
or ſouldier will do anie thing (how mcane or how 
great ſoeuer) except he have Gods word to allow 
It; ſo alſono godly Captaine or ſouldicr wil doanie 
doubtful thing,be it euer ſo ſmall, how much leflc 
the weightier things,of ſuch a priuat wit or conceit 


intheword,as to become his owne iudge, what is 


the will of God therein, but rather aduiſe with ho- 
lie Scers, & ſuch as haue et their affedtions on things 
abour,and not on things below. A mans own praier to 
God (accordingto the word) and his owne conſul- 

| tation 
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tation with God by the word, are not enough: in 
thele caſes. This oucrweening wit (preſuming to 
vnderſtand aboue that which is meet) hurteth the 
molt godly when they fall intoit. And as forthe 
wicked who contually both worke and play 
with their fine(refined)wits, there is more hope of 
arrant foolesthen of ſuch, Good men may faile in 


this, by truſting roo much vnto their owne iudge- 


ment, and thereby mecte witha temporall puniſh- 
ment for ſuch ſlips. But the wicked make & conti- 


Rom.12,3, 


Prou,26, 12, 


nwal praQtiſe of relying on their owne policie,quite 
negleRing, yea and ſome of them contemning the- 


the word. Wasnot Achitophel a patterne of ſuch. 
fooles:Doubtleſle he was, And if you ſee an exam- 
ple ot a holy man quite overturned by truſting to 


is owne counlell,fee it in gracious /oſah, when this: 


g00d King,this peerleſle King, (for in that reſpe&t- 


{oI may ſay oi him)rookeaduiceby the word trom 


the mouth of Huldathe Propheteſle, he receiued a 4,Chroo.34. 


right comfortable anfw@ from the Lord his God: 
but afterwards tor want of taking ſuch aduice, that: 
moſt famous,religious, zealous King, periſhed in 


the barccll againſt Fharao Neco, We do not find that 


he didthen conſulr with his God by the help of his 
gracious Prophets. Now tf itbe a thing ſo dange- 
rous, not to aske countell of holy Miniſters, what 


2,Chron, 35.20 


3s itco refuſe their good counſel! giuen?whar to en-- - 


ecrpriſe things quite contrary to the word ? Surely 
a double and treblefault, full of double and treble 
danger. By obſtinate refuſing good counſell from. 
the Lords true meſſengers, you way ſee rhar the If. 
zaelites were ouerthiowne in fight againſt rhe A- 

3 malckitcs 


Nuw,14.45. 


C King, 22.107. 
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malekites and:Canaanites. And ſo alſocame 4h4b 


. to hisdeſperate death, he would'go vp to Ramotly 
Gilead, though the Prophet ſhewed him his fall 
moſtplainly. Happie thenare they whogiue eare- 


and:obedicnce to the word'of our God, truly epe. 
ned by his faithtull Miniſters, The Prieſts lips ſhould 


preſerae knowledge. For whom? For all forts,borh 


highand low, rich and poore,learned and vnlear- 
ned, and they ſhould ſceke the /aw at his mouth: for 
he us the-Meſienger of the Lord of hoaſts. Yea, and as he 
ſhould counſell all ſorts of warriers by the word,fo 
{bould he comforr-and encourage them-in the verie 
time of entrance into the battell : #4: thou goeſt 
out to battell againſt thine enemies (ſaith our God by 
his ſeruant Moſes) andceft horſes and chariots, and 4 
people more then thow, be not afraid of them : for the 


' Lordthy God «s with thee, which brought thee out of the 


land of Egypt. And it fhall be when ye come nigh wnto 
the battell,that the Prie#t ſhall approach and ſpeake unto 


_ the people, and [ay unto the: Feare © 1ſracl, yee ap- 


proach thus day wnto battell againſt your enemies,let not 
your hearts faint, feare not, and do not tremble, neither 
be troubled becauſe of them, for the Lord your God ts he 


. that is with you, to fight for you againſt your enemies,o 


ſaueyeun. Thus you ſee what great vie and neede 
there is of the Miniſters priuate counſell and pub. 
lick inſtra&ion euen in war. Theſe things ſo,it al- 
waies behoueth-both Captainesand ſouldiers to be 
frequent in conſultation with rheir God rouching 
all matters belonging; to their places. Conſultation 
Tay byoftenand feruent praiers, and conſultation 
.by aduice of godly and learned Preachers. This 


CON. 
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conſultation muſt beginarthe firft houre, and ne- 
uerend tilla fouldiers laft houre be ended: yea:and 
Sion ſouldiers ought alſo'to ioyne priuate reading 
and wediration inthe word together wich this con- 
ſultation, according to that inthe firſt Plalme, His 
delizht is in the law of the Lord, and in his law will he 
meditate diy and night : and agreeable alſo to that 


11 /ohn, Search the Scriptures, for in them ye thinke to Totn.5. 35. 


haue cternall life, and they are they which teſtifie of me. 
And ſpecially as our God-comandeth Zofua (which 
commandement-cxtendeth to all fouldiers}- Let nar = 


this hooke of the Law depart fromthy month,but meditate Tol.1s, - 


therein day and night, that thou mazſh obſerue and doe 
according to all thu 15 written therem:for then ſhalt thou 
make thy way proſperous, aud then ſhalt thou haue good 
{«cceje. For this purpole if they reade Pſal. 3.P1.27. 
Pſa.5> and Plal.118. they may tinde much comfort 
in theſe places. And thus much forthe eight wor- 
rhie linke here 1oyned with the reſt, as the laft linke 
to make vp a heavenly Chaine-for Sion ſouldiers, 
Such as keepe theſelinks rogether in a gracious or- 
der, are fitly adorned to wait vponthe true God of 
batrell,chat king of gloric, and they ro whom our 
God gineth rheſe.cight worthies for a ſptritnall 
chafne, are firteit,and likeſt ro performe: moſt vati- 
ant actions,and worthy of great honour here with 
their Kings and Princes, and {hall be accounted 
worthy to reigne as kings with that King of Kings 
for euer. Shal:I now ſay that here rouching theſe 
eightlinks,which I ſaid before concerning thoſe ſe- 
uen peeces of armour,ytz. ſuffer thy Paſtor ro ioyne 


theſe cight links rogether for thy good, and - fir 
them 
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them to thee for thy defence; I might ſay ſo : but I 

will ſay thus: Do not onely ſuffer, but intreate thy 
Paſtor alſo ro ioyne and fit thele ſeuen peeces of 
armour aboue named, as heauenly and compleate 
armour of choice todetend thee z and theſe cight 
links alſo, as a heauenly chaine to honour thee. and 
then march on O famous Sion ſouldier. It ſeemeth 
that noble 7oſua;had ſuch ſouldiers (ſouldicrs thus 
armed,thus adorned) as may appcare by their gra- 
cious anſwer to him: 4/7 that thou commandeſt ws,wil 
we do: and whither ſoeuer thou ſendeſt vs, will wee go: 
According, as we hearkned onto Moſes in all things, ſo 
will wee hearken onto thee : onely the Lord thy God be 
with thee as he was with Moſes. whoſoeuer he be that 
dath rebell againf thy commandement , and wall not 
hearken unto thy words in all that thow commandeſt 
him, he ſhall be put ts death; onely be ſtrong, and of awva- 
Liant courage. Such a ſouldier alſo had that right no- 
ble couragiousand loving Tomathap to his armour- 
bearer: Come (ſaid this Princely Captaine) /et vs go 
ouer ontothe garriſon of thoſe uncireumcaſed:it may be 
that the Lord will worke with vs. For there is no re- 
itraint in the Lord to ſaue by many as by few, And his 
armor-bearer ſaid mo him: Do all that s in thine heart: 
turne the. Behold I am with thee according to thine bear, 

Theſe were gracious ſoldiers, louing ſoldiers obedL 

ent ſoldiers, reſolued ſoldiers, worthy ſouldiers.So 
all choſe Proteſtant ſouldiers way be truly eſteemed 
and ſhalbe conſtantly found gracious, louing,obedi. 
ent,valiant,reſolued, worthy ſouldiers,vpon whom 

our bountifull God will vouchſafe to beſtow theſe 
cight worthies aboue named in ſome acceptable 

mea- 
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meaſure, I ſay againe,in ſome acceptable meaſure. 


For I go not about to pleade for proteion,which 
this lite affoordeth not to any whatſocuer(fromthe 
thrones to the threſholds,)but I labour todeſcribe 
ſuch ſouldicrs as now do ſhew themſelucs or here- 
after ſhall ſhew themſelues to be in the new birth: 
ſuch 1 lay, as put off the old man, and put onthenew 
214n, endeuouring with induſtrie and earneſtneſle 
(by thcir inſtant ſerving of God, like the twelue 
T ribes) to picaſe that heauenly Captaine Chriſt Ie- 
ſus, Thele,theſe are true worthies,-becauſe they are 
approued by the true God . Without theſe eight 
worthy things here named , none of thoſe nine 
Worthies of the world could hauec any due and 
true praiſe:nay,looke in what meaſure any of them 
had thoſeeight worthy things, ( yea even conten- 
tednes with that wages fr6 God,thoſe bounds I ſay 


which Iehoua gaue them) according to that mea- 


{ure was their gracious acceptance with God, and 
their worthy commendations with good men. The 
reſt of their praiſe was but temporall and windic; 
this ſubſtanciall and euerlaſting. And now you fee 
thoſe cight worthy links taken trom Gods treatuie 
(even his heauenly word.) Abrahams louldicrs hat 
theſe eight worthy things in their meaſure: /oſ#1/5 
ſouldiers had theſe eight in their meaſure: King 
Dau/ds ſouldiers had theſe cight in their meaſurc; 
cach of them in a ſan&tihed meaſure. VV hence it 
came thatall of chem became ſo truly famous and 
v\orious? This ſpirituall chaine made them lo, in 
and by r:eir moſt worthy Captaine (that Caprat''e 


a ! 
{h y 
(hall 


of the Lords hoaſt) Chriſt Ieſus . Blfſed are ant 
I | 


AQ.26, /s 
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Gen,27,33.. 


» The 5,33, 


ſhall be the nations: bleſſed are and ſhall be the ci: 
ties: bleſſed are and ſhall be che camps,where con- 
tinuall gracious,carneſt endeuour is vied te have 
all cheir ſouldiers thus armed and adorned: thus ar- 
med,[ ſay,with that armour oft God, conſiſting of 


* 


thoſe ſcuen heauenly peeces; and thus adorned + 


wich this ſpirituall chaine made of eight heaucnly 
linkes (both Armour and Chaine of one mettall.} 
Our God hath-promiſed.: to bleſſe them, - and (as 


 Tſaac ſaid touching his good ſonne 7aceb) they ſhall 


be bleſſed. Curie them who ſo: will, cucn with bell, 
booke and candle. This blefling I haue wiſhed for 
& prayed for toall them-that vnfainedly loue Sion: 
all who I humbly beſeech our good Godto bleſle, 
arme, defend-and keepe inſuch ſort and wayes, as 
whereby they may bring moſt honor to their owne 


names,moſt toy to their owne ſoules, moſt good to 


the Church and Commonwealth-where they liue, 
moſt renown-to the Deputie Maieſtics whom they 
ſcrue;and moſt glorie to that Maicſtic of Maicſties, 
(whom weall ſerue) whoſe holy Name be bleſſed 


and praiſed by all holy meancs, for eucr and cues. 


Amen. | 
L ſhort Poſtſcript touthing Sion Captaines: 


F Sion fouldiers ſhould be armed: with that ar. 
mour of proofe (that armour of God) and ador- 
ned with this heavenly Chaine, then ſorely theſe 
things belong in a higher degree to Sion Captains. 
O how carefull ſhould all Chriſtian Leaders be to 
abftaine fromall appearance of euilt; and how much 
more 


for Sion ſouldiers. 59 
more to auoide horrible blaſpheming of the glori- 
ous name of their great God (that moſt ſhamefull 
ſinne of Chriſtendome,) yea and vtrerly to abhor 
all beaſtly (nay more then beaſtly ) drunkenneſle, 
looſeneſle of lite, bloodie crueltie,diffimulation,tre- 
cherie,deftrauding ſouldiers oftheir wages, and ge- 
nerally all baſe wayes? Surely my pen cannor vtter- 
that excellent care which they ſhould haue toleade 
their ſouldiers both valiantly and graciouſly. The: 
time may come when L ſhall endeuour to preſle this. 
more at large:meane while I onely ſay this in a few 
lines: That Armour of God conliſting of ſeuen hea- 
venly peeces, and this ſpirituall Chaine made of 
eight heauenly links, belong ſpecially to Proteſtant 
Captains. Thertore God grant them grace to make 
a ſpeciall vie of them ,, to the end they may be the 
better fitted to fight the Lords battels, ſpecially a. 
eainſt that Horſleach Whore of Babylon, to her 
vtter ouerthrow in theſe our dayes,if ſo itpleaſe his: 
holy Maicſtie, whoſe moſtglorious name be bleſſed 
and praiſed. toreuer and cuer, Amen. 
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oo Ny eareth graciouſly,ſhall be ſure of the 
beſt honour, ca oft. and fatetie(whether he liue or 


"x die inthe bactell) thare come to a Chriſtian (Juldicr, 
« »” Very neceſlary for (helg times, 
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To thoſe patterne Captaines (lol 


call chem who are Leaders by their godly exam- 
pl-) of the Arulleric aud Milicariein the Citie of Lon- 
don (that tamous Citic of the kingdome, his Maicſties 
moſt ſtrong, fafe and truſtie Chamber) and ro all others 
there, who any way-haue any ſpeciall hand: for yphe!d- 
ing the pratife of Chivalrie ( in what effices ſoeucr 
they be ictled ) I wiſh all maner of peace from the God 
of p:ace, and all holy and prouident preparation for 
all-kinds of godly warre, | 


F 
-. 


(IH 


He wife whi' Bethſheba deſert y, - 
bedhath bins now,and for wer 
| [hall be a peevleſſe patternetoall 
> vVertluou wines : right ſo your 


Sc 
= worthy acHons concerning: mat- 
- 


7 < Te: £4 rers of Chinatrie (that the know. 


ledge and exeruſe thereof may. 

not decay in Citizens) hane bin, . 
are now, and I hope willbe a notable example to the pre- 
ſent age,and to all poſteritie « Therefore as it is ſaid of 
the vertuow-wife, A woman that ftearerh God, ſhall 
be praiſed:Her children riſe vp,and call her bleſſed: "35:3: 
Her kusband praiſeth her: her owne workes praiſe 
her: So ſay I of you: The training wp of the Cities ug- 
liant men, yea youths, nay very children in feates of 
 armes (bring fir ſl taupht to feare their God, and tobe ar- 
med againſt ,and fight againſt Satan) cauſcth thoſe chil. 


dren foriſe vp andbleſſe both parents and Preachers, 
. A. 3 - and - 


{ 


a 


Ladg, 1 8.7,8,9. 


and C aptaines for their education: yea and it maketh the 
whole land to retoyce in their good God for the worthse 
patterne which you giue to the kingdom in theſe right 
worthy actions both for boare and ſoule, Hereby you ſh:ro 
that you are not like the lazie pe:ple of Laiſh , who by 
their careleſneſſe were fit tove made a prey to any that 
would inuade them. Go 0n good Citizens thus to toyne 
religion and proweſſe, pietie (by the peaceable word) and 
policie (by the preuenting ſword: ) ſo ſhall your workes 
continue to praiſe you in thegates,andtocauſe the praiſe 
of our glorious God to ſound both in earth and in hea. 
wen. For your berter progreſ/e herein, T haue ſent you 
(een firſt of all) alittle Tyeati|e touching the ant1qui- 
tie and nobiluze of graciors Souldiers , and concerning 
the holy behatiour which they ounht to haue, with ut 


which, ns ſcience, myſterie or art, no not the ſeuen Libe- 


rall Arts, no nor any other knowledge whatſoener, are of 
any rectoning, with our God. The Lord our God ble ſſe 
it to you, awd bleſſe you all, and the whole Citie alſo, 
eſpecially with cont inuance of that y ood word of onr good 
God, ſo powerfully preached, and with your imcreaſe of 
loue and obedrence thereunts,tog ther with all kinds of 
godly peace,and with each good means to maintain them: 
and all this in a moſt long,quiet and 6leſſed reigne of our 
gracious Soueratzne Lord King James. Amen. 


To 
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To the worthie Captaines and to 


the whole Companies of the Artillerie in other 
Cities and Townes of our Nation, who haue imitated 
this famous patterne of the Citie of the Kingdome, 
and chiefly to Londons notable neighbours tor imita« 
tion, meane them of the Artillerie at Weſtminſter, and 
toall other gracious helpers thereunto, the ſelfe ſame 
peace in the { Ife ſame ſort, that is to ſay,all mancer ho- 


ly peace in the God of peace. 


oc © ea 323 T © one of the preateſt honours 
Ew 7) (= ES that maybe, to follow the ſteps 
| 4.x (& of good men m good ations. The 
EY praiſe and benefit hereof you re- 
Fa_ ceiue to Gods glorie, by imitating 
L—z) your renowned Mother-Citie of 
—2 © & London,in training vp your peo- 
le for 5kill tin warre. The in-- 

creaſe in this Skill, is ameanet to ſtrike a feare into in- 
weterate fots, who otherwiſe will watch opportunities 
fo offer ſtrokes . Olde wilie, foxes are venturous upon 
lambes in places where they winde no foote, nor baite, 
wor grinne. Olde kites will quickly ſþ1e where nets be 
rebared, and where not, Olde Rauens will ſoone ſmell 
both match end powder : and olde robbers of houſes will 
ſoone perceiue which houſes are ſtrong, and which are 
weake, Right ſo it is with old enemies to a nation, well 
: 2 Jou 


you know (by reaſon of many iourntys about your af- 
faires) that the werie ſight of a ſword makes a theefe 
ſtay his hand ſometimes (though not hu heart, ) yea 
and by Gods reftraming power ſaues ſome throates frons 
cuttzng : Right ſo in peace, a preparation for warre 
makes the enemies heart to faint, and the hearts of good 
men to reiayce. This holdeth inthe fpirituall warre al- 
ſo, by preparing to haue that ſword of the Spirit readie 
both im the greater and leſſer Churches of our God, yea 
and readie alſs in euerie heauenly hand of each new 
borne Chriſtian ( conſidering the great ſubiiltie and 
ſtrength of that old Serpent, our irreconculeable aduer- 
ſarie.) Imitate your honourable Mother, in her ſo ma- 
ny boly prouiſions and att ops : imitate her in the dou- 
ble, by pietie I meane ana by police ; by prouiding beth 
the heauenly and the earthly ſword : endenour you alſs 
alwates as ſhe deth, to-uſe all good meanes for defend- 


ing your (clues and your countrie : among others, 


practiſe effetFually thas laudable training preſcribed 
by a pronident order. Thus defend your ſelues: yea and 
be you, and tet vs all be defenders ener, offenders we- 


ver. Let not your vſe in armes be ont of your armes (4s - 


a thing onaccuſtomed.) Our prouerb ts, Vie legges 
and haue legges: ſo 1 ſay, Vie armes skiltully, and 


haue skill in armes. - Be you then relizous more and 


21076, and be you alſo valorous more and more: con- 


tinue to bring vp your youth in the trade of both theſe - 


wazes; ſo ſhall they net depart from them : both theſe be 
holy wayes to enter into, and towalke in. For your bet« 
ter treading in theſe peaceable, yet preventing © defen- 
Aing paths, and for your true uſe of warre ag 6 

aHe 


et eat 
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haue occaſion (which our good God keepe ws from, if it 
be his bleſſed will) I haue likewiſe ſent you (aforehand 
alſo) my colleitions of theſe eight links, and the chaine 
made of them, together with a deſcription of your Ar. 
wour of choice and proofe. No more at this time, but 
the Lord our God ſo guide you ftill in holy aittons, as 
that you may do them cheerfully and conFtantly, to your 
owne prinate and your countries publicke good, 
and alywayes to his glorie in the firſk © 
and higheſt place. 
Ames. 
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SR "25 29 Faring of watrres and of ru- 
$SY2) £4 mors of warres , vnto which 
SIM [= many ſouldiers of many coun. 

4 [=> trics m Chriſtendome were 
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like to be ſent, I haue written 
Y da plaine and thorr Treatiſe, 
R{ More and more to ſtirre vp 
ſo many of them now (and o- 
thers hereafter) as by any meanes way haue vie of 
It, vnto a gracious cariage in this high calling of 
theirs; which ſo much concerneth not tanely them- 
{clues, but all Chriſtian Churches and Common. 
wealths alſo, yea andthe glorie of God witha!l,to- 
gether with their owne particular ſatetie, ( for the 
berrer ſetting forth of his glorie.) A ſhort Treatiſe 
(incompariſon) I write, becauſe I feare that if it 
were long, there would be much want of fit time; 
and much more of good will to reade it, (the mul- 
tiplicitic of bookes confidercd.) A plaine Treatiſe 
I wr-te, becauſe moſt ſouldicrs are plaine men, at- 
rogether —— touching any kill .in the Arts: 


P. for 
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Num, 2 3,27, 
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for whoſe lake it is,that when I vſe any illuſtration 
in Latin (tor more delight to the learned) I omir 
not to tranſlate it. Now if there be a bleſſed peace 
in moſt places, yea or in cuery place before my 
booke cometh torth, I ſhall much reioyce at it, as 
he who wiſheth that all Chriſtian Kings and Prin- 
ces would labour to make ate yor ncalts for bree- 
ding S/0z birds, and that none of them would nou- 
riſh ſuch Romiſh Raucns, Hawkes and Harpies as 
delight in cruell preying vpon innocents (Prin- 
ces affd all) more then in true prayer to the true 
God. Yetſeccing watrres are as like to continue in 
the world as diſcaſes (both being ſent of our God 
as punithients for finne) my booke may ſtand in 
ſuch ſtead as medicines, printed long before for 
ſuch and ſuch maladics when people fall into them. 
Weapons are prouided in peace againſt the time 
of warrc; and why not counſels ? Surely borh theſe 
arc neceſlary atorehand.. Now as the Apoſtle Paul 
ſaid touching his brethren the Tewes, My hearts de- 
fire and prayer for iſrael,zs, that they may be ſaued: lo 
ſay I for Protcſtant ſouldiers (my Chriſtian bre- 
thren) my hearts deſire and prayer for them, is,that 
they way be holy, and doe worthily,like King Da- 
vids Worthies: yea ſo worthily, as they that walk 
by the eyc and word of their God (this. being the 
onely way to haue Gods Angels to protect them, 
and the ſhout of a King amongi them., yea and the 
King of Kings on their (ide.) Thus ſhall they ſhew 


_ themſelues gracious ſouldiers and truly religious, 


both by profeſſion and practiſe. No other ſorts wil 


reſpe& ſuch Armour and ſuch a Chaine as this, 
Op es whoſe. 


F 
| for S108 ſouldiers. z 
whoſe linkes are found in the word, and put toge- 
ther by the word. Theſe links,this armour and this 
chaine,[ wiſh to all Szox ſouldiers.By Sion ſouldicrs 
I meane ſuch as earneſtly contend for the faith once gi- 
Ken tothe Saints, ſhewing their good faith by good 
workes; and vtterly abhorring that Whore ot Ba- 
bylon as well tor her looſe life, as for her diuclliſh 
docrine. For this departares ſake, by beleeving, 
ſpeaking and doing,(orat leaſtwiſe for the outward 
proteſhon hereof) I call them generally Sion ſoul. 
diers. It any ot them doe not anſwer ſo worthy a 
departure, and ſo worthy names asare here giucn 
them tor this departures ſake, ſo much the more 
they haueto anſwer hereafter, becauſe they abuſe 
their-honorable calling and name . It is my durie, 
and not my offence,to judge in loue of ſuch,and to 
giue the beſt ritles and termes I can to ſuch, whoſe 
Bapriſme, Profeſſion, Vowes, Education, Vocation 
and God do call rhem with a loud voice, to be the 
ſelfe ſame in deed, which 1 in words name them, 
(Sion ſouldicrs, ſacred fouldiers,) Gracious men wil 
not take ſo high titles in vaine, but abandon vani- 
ties, andfollow the wayes of wiſedome. |- defire 
thar this lictle booke may do them good herein. It 
comerh not haſtily abroad, no fooner penned. but 
printed, Lapwing-like. T hey report that thi: bird 
is more farward both for foote and wing then 0- 
cher birds are, infomuch as it will runne away with 
the ſhell onit head, and quickly take flight alſo: 
fo do many Lapwing bookes now adayes. For in 
our time this ſaying of So/omon is more and morc 
verihcd : There # noend of making many bookes, and 
34 - much 


TIude veal: ;, 


A ſþirituall Chaine 

much [indie is 4 wearineſſe tothe fleſh : and that alſo 
4.4: Of the Poet, | 

hte we. Both learned and unlearned men, 

muta gaſh. Each where apace we plie the pen. 

Had [ therefore knowne of any in our dayes,who 
had written purpoſely of this ſubiet, I would 
haue kept (ilence, and not ventured vpon the ha- 
:ard of doing ſo ncedlcle a worke as that which 

, alccady is done. Bur finding none (by light or re- 
port) who haue wade it their labour in fuch ſort 
as they who take it for their taske , though ſome 
haue dealt gracioully therein by the way, and per- 
cciuing it to bea thing worth the labour, (yea and 
a whole and long labour) rather then it ſhould be 
vahandled, I haue ler a weake hand to it. This mat. 
rer offercth one juſt occaſion (before I go any far- 
ther) co write at large of the moſt worthy and an- 
cicnt profeſhon of a Souldier : yet {ithI doubt nor 
but this truth is generally receiued', 1 will onely 
handle it in briete, and ſo come to the maine point 
which I aime at, that is, The holy carzage of good ſoul. 
diers, whereby they ought to honour this high profeſſion 
of thetrs, | | 

Touching the calling of a ſouldier to fight cor- 
porally, that I may ſpeake (for better vndcritan= 
ding) as the thing is indeed; [ ſay,that the heauen. 
ly armour of a ſouldier was in truth and ſubſtance 
before theearthly, (howſoeuer for our weake ca- 
pacitie the ſpirituall armour was afterwards made 
plaine to vs by the corporall,) ſo as according to a 
{upernatura!l ſence,the bodily armovr may be ſaid 
to take denomination of the armour of the ſpirit, 
| Fo and: 
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for Sion ſonldiers. 5 
. and the corporall combat denomination alſo of 
that ſpirituall combat which the children of God 
haue with Satan and his children. For why?the ar- 
mour of armours belonging to-this combate (even 
the armonr of God) was betore any corporall combat 
could be vied . Adam preſently after the promile 
(no doubt) did pur it on: / will pat exmitie (laith 


our God) betweene thee and the women, and berweent cen.;.1s. 


thy ſeed and her ſeed : Hee ſhall breake thy bead , and 
thou [hilt bruiſe his heele: Here is mention wade of 
a ſpirituall warre, to which belonged ſpirituall ar- 
raour inſtantly, and the grand Captaine of the war 
pointed vnto (That promiſed feed Chriſt Ieſas) whoſe 
{ouldiers all godly people muſt be (both Captaine 
and fouldiers tighting againſt the euill one.) Now 
as this enmitle is manifeſt in the ſoule of good men 
(carying a godly hatred againit the divell continu- 
ally,and againſtthe qualir'es of the wicked whilcſt 
they remaine 1n the old birth,) ſo ir isalſo declared 
by an open corporall combat hand to hand againſt 
Gods focs in battel!,when our God will haue them 
puniſhed,or brought iz ſubie&tion,or put to death. 
"Therefore though fields and campes could not be 
art firſt,ti]l muſricudes were increaſed ; yer a diſpo- 
fiction to warre (both ſIpirituall and corporall) was: 
at firſt; and that as well inthe bad to offend. as in 
the good to' defend. This euill diſpoſicion was 
quickly ſeene in Carm,Lamech and Eſau. Anda kind 
of due'l there appeared whenas yet there were but 
a few men in the world,namely betweeneCatn and 
Habel; Cain oftending , and Habel (we may well 
thinke) ſtriving (as nature taught) to defend. him- 

| B 3 ſcltc: 


Gen, 14+ 


Tof.5.13.14,15 


6 A ſprrttuall Chaine 


ſelfe : but he wasa ſtronger ſpirituall ſouldiet then 


temporall, God ſuffering his bloodie brothers 
ſtrength to preuaile ſo far, as totake away his mor 
rall life in that corporall combat. Here were both 
watres begun in two brethren, Cain excrciſed a 
moſt vngracious fleſhly warre, as his wicked mur- 
der declared (he fought for Satan: ) Habel by his 
fathers example praQtiſed the gracious ſpirituall 
warre, as his holy and well accepted ſacrifice decla- 
red, (he fought againſt Satan.) The father of the 
faithfull did know and prattiſe this warre both 
wayes; with fairh he made warre againſt Satan, and 
with weapons of warre againſt five wicked Kings. 
Hereby it plainly appeareth, that the calling and 
dignitie of them that warre on Gods fide is very 
ancient, and no lefſe honorable then that calling 
whereof Chriſt Teſus (being King of Kings and ſu- 
reme Comwander in the watrres) is Head and 
chiefe Leader. If we looke to the temporall warre, 
this he acknowledgeth himlelfe to be (euen a Cap- 
Laine of the Lord ef hoaſts,)as we may perceiuc inthe 
booke of Jo{ua, at the beſieging of Ierico : And it 
came to paſſe,when Toſua was by Terico, hat he lift wp 
his eyes and locked, and brhold there flood a man outr 
azainſt him with his ſword drawne in his hand, aud 10- 
{na went onto him, cad {aid unto him, Art thonforws 
or for our aduerſaries? Ard he ſaid, Nay, Lut a Captain 
of the hoaſt of the Lord am I now come, And Toſua fell 
on his face to the earth, and worſhipped. It wee looke 
to the ſpirituall warre, there alſo he proteſſeth him- 
ſelfe to be our moſt powerfull Prggee and gourrmour, 
yea the author and fintſber of onr faith, without when: 
we 
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wean do nothing, (a Captaine of Captaines there- 


fore) and we allo moſt ioyfully confeſle this,eſtec- 


ming it our greateſt renoune to fight vnder his ban- 
ner (chough with afflictions) as his ſouldiers. So 


faith Saint Paw! to his {onne Timothy: Thou therefore - 
ſuffer afflicFion as 4 good ſouldier of Teſus Chriſt. 


And of himlſelfe he ſaith, / hare fourht a good fight, 
Abraham, | ſay againe,was ſuch a ſouldier,both ſpi- 


rituall and temporall. Spiritually wee may ſee it, 


vvhere yur God faith,” / know him, that hee will com- 


mand bu children and his houſhold after him, and they Gent3.14. 
ſoull keepe the way of the Lord, to do inſtice and indee- 


ment,that the Lord may bring, upon Abrahi that which 
he hath ſpoken of him. And corporally we may not 
doubr but thac he taught his people what todo in 
batcell againſt rhoſe curſed Kings. And no marue!l 
that ſo good a ſonneand ſeruant as Abraham. did 
imitate fo good a farher and maſter as his God in 
this inſtrution. Our gracious God vouchſafeth to 
teach his ſeruants (his ſouldiers) how to fight : Hee 
zeacheth my hands to fight, ſaith King Dauid. Nay 
more then this, ſo honorable is the profeſſion of a 
ſouldier, that Godof vvarre,by the pen of his ſer- 
vant Moſes,proteſſerh himſelte to be a man of vvar; 
The.Lord is a man of warre;{aith he. You ſaw before, 
that he called himfelfe « Captaine of whe Lords boaſt; 
here he is called plainly, 4 man of warre.As he took 
mens nature vpon him , ſo zaketh he mens names 
vnto him : they men of warre, he a man of vvarre; 


. they brethren, he a brother; they ſeruants, and he 


a ſeruant: yea, and imparteth alſo his owne names 
to the ſonnes of men, he a father, and men fathers; 


for Sion ſonldiers, © 


he 


- 


Lujce 14.31, 


tinea 
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he a King, and men Kings; nay, hea God, and men 
Gods. And vvhatſo great maruell is this for names, 
ſith it is his good pleaſure to make men partakers 
alfo of the diuine nature (in regard of qualitics,) 
and to give them an entrance here to his excr/aſt- 
inekingdome, where at his appearing they (hall be ike 
bm, yea one with God, O wondertull humiliation 
on the one {ide! O wonderfull exaltation on the 0- 


ther fide! Warre then is ancient; vvarre then is 


honorable, If we reſpe& the ſpirituall warre, all 
the life of man is a warre, (faith 7ob:) if we reſpet 
the corporall warre, we may ſce, that as our God 
will be called a warrier, fo he will haue his deputic 
Kings (who yetaboueall other men ought to ſecke 
peace,and make peace,and keepe peace,it it be pol- 
lible) to be vvarriers alſo vvhen time and cauſe are 
offered. Samwel did (ignifie thus much to the Ifrae- 
lites,vvhen he told them that their King would chuſe 
ſome of their ſonnes to make injiruments of warre, and 
other ſome to be Captaines ouer thouſands. To this end 
tor one allo, he gauc King San! another manner of 
heart then that which he had when he (onght his fathers 


aſſes, (a couragious heart tor battell;) and made lit- 


tle Dauid a man of great courage, as to take a Beare 
by the throate, a Lion by the beard; and a Giant 
by the eares : yea and this prouident God of ours 
chargeth Kings to make war bycounſel,and teacheth 
them to be circumſpe& in war: what Xing (ſaith our 
God) goethto war againſt another King, and ſitteth not 
downe firft, and taketh counſel, whether he be able with 


ten thou(and,to mett bim that cometh againſt him with 


twentie thouſand, Morecouer, we perceiue that all 
people 
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for their worthy deeds of Chiua!ric. Theſe _ 
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. uenly ) courage, heauenly armour with carthly 
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for Sion ſouldiers. 9 
people of vnderftanding deſpiſe a coward,and re. 
pe&ta man of valourz whence it is that the name 
of a daſtard, is a baſe by-word of great reproch. 
And hencealſo it comes, that they who are to be 
choſen to offices of any eminencie in the Weale | 
publike, one ſpeciall qualitie regarded in them,1s c 4; 
(according to #ſmlrcountell) rhar they be men of Exod.18.:1, —t1 Pe 
courage. Laltly, we may ſee in all ages that the moit 
worthy Kings and Princes haue highly preferred 
ſouldiers of fidelitic, policie and proweſle; yea gi- 
uing themtitles and places ſo high,as tobe ot their | 
Councellz ſuch were king Dauids Worthies: and :.Sam.2 3.8, 
from hence (cuen from-courage in war) procceded 
that which greatly ſhewerh and ſetteth forth the 
ancient dignity of a valiant ſouldier,namecly Armes. 
Souldicrs are ſpecially called Mem of armes; nay 
they onely areſwcalled, and haue had both Names 
and .4rmes given them (as well as other honours) 


P—_— —_— 


thus,I wi.l come to apply that which Thaue bric 

laid downe of the right worthy and ancient pro- 
fcſſion of a ſouſdier; concerning which, this T fay: 
Sith the antiquitie, dignitie, eſtimation and vic of 
men of yarre i5ſogreat, whatmanercare ought 
true Chriſtianſouldiers ro have for ioyning hea- 
uvenly cariage with carthly (nay rather with hea- 


armes? Surely an exceeding great care, (thereby a- 
dotning a profefhon ſoprincely, with all eminent 
vertues and holineſſe;) otherwiſe they do not onl 
fortet all their former tit!es, ornaments and id, 
uancements of ſacred and worthy ſouldiers, but 
C withall 
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withall they ſhame (as much asin them lierh)their 
countrey, their Religion,their Kings,their Princes, 
their Leaders, thcir parents, their reachers, their 
kinsfolkes, their alies, yea and diſhonor their God 
alſo. Far be it then that a Sion ſouldier (any one 
I meane who have that nawe) ſhould in his deeds 
be found to be a ſwearer,a drunkard; a drone, a ti- 
gre,a peacock, a lycr, a bragger, a Thrafo, a filthy 
doer,a loole ſpeaker, a laſcigious liver, aquareller, 
a cutter, a cozener,a ſhifter, an irregulous Athciſt, 
a prophaner of the Sabbath, or any way tainted 
with any other notorious fin: No,no, a Sion ſoul- 
dier muſt be a Saint by life, as hee is by calling. 
Hence itis thatl vſe my beſt endeuour to perfwade 
all Proteſtant ſouldiers to all maner holineſſe, and 
this not onely in peace, but in warre alſo (yea and 
then eſpecially) leſt they loſe the preſence of God 
and his bleſſed Angels when they haue moſt need 
of thein.. Will you ſee a preciſe commandement 
for a ſpeciall regard of their holy cariage in warre? 
his generall commandement to all the world, that 
they be holy as he #5 holy, might ſerue for all forts: 


| yet It is his good pleaſure (very remarkable) to in- 


forme their care of holineſle in the very time of 
warre : whey thou poeſt out ({aith our God): againſt 


thine enemies, keep thee from all wickedneſſe. Will you 


moreover ſee the exhortation of a moſt valiant & 
godly Captaine to this? See it in 7(#a, alittle be- 
forc the deſtruRion of Ierico. T he very day before 
their miraculous paſſage rhrough Be called 
them together, and ſaid, Santifie your ſelues, For 


your bctter and more full con{jgderatipn.yet, what - 
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a great reſpe& our glorious God hath to his peo- 
ples holineſle in warre, ponder I pray you deeply 
of the grieuous ſtate of Gods armie ( yea and of 
| good /sſuah himſelte eſpecially) at rhe tight with 

| the men of Ai, How came this? Becauſe there was 1,7, ,. 
one wicked man inſecret among them.Behold,this 

rurned to their great diſcomfort. Conlider then 

with your ſelues, how feartull the ſtandard of any 

campes mult necds ſtand in all ages,it there be ma- 

ny notorious wicked men in them, horribly infec. 

ted like lepers with wany contagious vices. Our 

200d God I know, both can and may ſpare ſuch 

campes for his owne names ſake, for his owne chil- 

drens ſake;butT an ſure that the caſe of ſuch camps 

ſhall for ever be deſperate for ought that man can 

fee. How ſo:Becaule che true and powerfull word 

of our moſt crue and powerfull God ( whoſe rewea- 

led will belongeth tows andour poſteritie) hath fi 'wed 

it. Reade and conſider : /f thou ſhals obey diligently 
the woice of thy God,andobſerue and do all his comman.- Dow-28.1-2.3, 
dements which I command thee this day, then the Lord 

| thy God will [et thee en high aboue all nations of the 
* . _ earth: andall theſebleſiings ſhall come on thee : Bleſſed 
ſhalt thou be inthe citie,and bleſſed alſo in the field. The ver >, 

Lord ſhall cauſe thine enemies that riſe wp againſt thee, 
co be ſmitten before thy face: They (hall come ont . gainſt 
thee one way, and flie before thee ſeuen wares.” Ft it 
ſhall come to paſſe, if thou wilt not hearken unto the 
woice of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this 
day, the Lord ſhall cauſe thee 10b: ſminten before thine 
enemies: Thou ſhalt £0 0ut 0ne way againſt them,and flie 
ſeuen wayes before them, and ſhalt be remoued into - 
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che king domes of the earth, and thy carkeis ſhall be meat 
wnto all the foules of the arre, and wnto the beaſls of the 
earth, and no man ſhall fray them away, Now let vs 
returne againe to that caſe of Gods camp at Ai. The 
lamentable ſtate of that camp doth ſhew,Gods an- 
grie entrance into a terrible execution of this law 
with great ſeucritie . Againſt whom © Againſt his 
owne moſt dearly beloued people. Obſcrue it well: 
And the Lord ſaid onto Toſueh , Get thee yp, where- 


fore lie#t thas thus pon thy face ? Iſrael hath ſinned, 


na they hawe tranſgre ſſed my couenant which I com- 
munded them: for they haue. even taken of the accurſed 
thing,and haue ſtolen and diſſembled alſs,and they haue 
Put it even among#t their owne ſtuffe.Therefore the chil. 
dren of Iſrael could nat ſtand before their enemies, .but 
turned their backs before them, becauſe they were accur- 
ſed. Neither will | bewith you any more, except you de- 
ftroy the accnrſed from among you.V p, ſandtifie the peo- 
ple, and ſay, Sanitifie your ſelues againſt #0 morrow, 
For thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael: There is an accur- 
ſed thing inthe midſt of thee, O Iſrael: thon canſt not 
ftand before thine enemies, except ye deſtroy the accur- 
ſed from amongſt you.Then Toſua and all iſrael tooke 


chan the ſonne of Zeuah,andthe filuer,and the garment, 


and the wedge of gold, and bis ſonnes and his daughters, 
and his oxen and his aſſes, and his ray a , and his tent, 
and all that he had, axd they brought themronto the wal. 
ley of Achor. And Toſua ſaid,hy haſt thow troubled 5? 
The Lord ſhall. trouble thee this day. And all Iſrael ftg- 
ned him with ſtones. And they raiſed euey him a great 
mo of ſtones -onto this day. O teartull iudgement! 
Whom may not this make to tremble,when they 
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for Sion ſonldiers, 1; 
commir grieuous finnes in warre? I acknowledge 


that this was an extraordinariecaſe, ar an extraor- 


dinary time; neither doI ia any wiſe compare leſſer 
finnes with this, but ſt:11 I ſay, that vile ſinnes may 
cauſe our holy God to turne his face;from the ar. 
wie. And che thing that I preſle, is,that ſhamefull 
(or rather {hameleile) ſinners with a high hand 
{hould for euer either be reformed .in, or remoued 
from Sion camps. Great vigilancie, I ſay, ſhould be 


| had in this matrer, and all good meanes ſhould be 


vied to obtaine a holy campe. And till I heartily 
defireyou to remember the ftate of Gods campe at 
Ai. For more ſtirring v pr ſorts to the practiſe 
of holinefle in cawpes, ler all true Chriſtians con(j- 
der,that the chicfe cauſe why our God would hauec 
his enemies overthrowne in warre by his children, 
is their wickedneſſe. And will not the ſame God 


others tor their horrible (innes,ſhould be void 


CO they whoare wade inſtruments to pu- 
nl 


of ſuch vileneſſe? Yes certainly, Yea and ourglori- 
ous God haſtenerh. the ruine of his foes, leſt his 
children (hould learne of them 0 ds after their abho- 
minations,and [a (in againſt the Lord thetr God, Now 
though thele abhominarions confift eſpecially in 


Deut.2e, 17,18 


falſe worſhip, yetall the godlyknow, that ail man- 


ner filthineſle of life which either idolaters or his 
owne children lic in, are abhominable to our God 
alſo.Yea and as idolatrie leades to filthineſle, fo fi 
thineſle leades to idolatrie. This is apparent in the 
matrer touching Baal Peor where the people commit- 
ting whoredome with the dauzhters of Moab, were in- 
ticed by and by ta bow to their idols: for loe thus 
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it is ſaid, The people began to commit whoredome with 

. thedanghters of Moab, and they called the people wnte. 
.the ſacrifice of their gods, and ſo the people aid eate and. 


bowed downe onto the gods of their harlots. And then 
by degrees it is ſaid, that //rae/ ({ignifying a great 
number) coupled bimſelfe unto baal Peor, whereby the 
Loyds wrath was kindied againſt thems all, till the heads 
of many were hanged vp againſt the ſunne, that the in- 
dignation of the Lord meght be turned from the reſi- 
due. Callto mind the liraelites eſtate,a little before 
they fell co theſe groſſe finnes. When Balak would 
hauc ſmitten them., Balazz tels him, he could not 
do it, Becauſe their God was with them, And why was 
he with them? Becauſe he had no! beheld iniquitic un 
Jacob, neither pernerſencſie in 1ſracl, The great peo- 


| pleofthis great campe, were true worſhippers and 


I1ſ3i, r.,2,to 20. 


 Ifai58,1,to 8. 


Mica 6.6, 7,8, 


1,Sam, re, 7,8, 


holy livers, therefore the ſouldiers could not be 
conquered : they were both outwardly & inwardly 
holy. Now for the better perſwading you yet a- 
gaine to outward and inward holineſſe in war, re- 
member that our all.ſeeing God isnor pleaſed with 
any worſhip euer ſo religiovs forthe forme, or with 
any outward ations cuer ſo ſpecious for the ſhew, 
or coſtly tor the matter, if righteouſnefle of heart 
& holineſſe of life go not with them hand in hand: 
no not with venturing of lite for killing his cne- 
mies, (how many ſoeuer they kill.)See this for ven- 
turing of life, in the caſe of King Sau/, he behaued 
himſelte valiantly againſt Gods foes; for he ſmote 
the Amalekites from Hanilah ont: thou commeſt to 
Shur that is oner againſ{ Egyps, and he tooke Agag the 


king of the Amalekites aliue, and viterly deſtroyed all 
the 
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_ cleanlineſle, inward cleanlinefle ſpecially . Is this 
{ Math. x,18. 


for Sion ſonldiers, 15 
the people with the eage of the ſword : yet becauſs he 
wickedly brake the commandement of his God, 


and truſted in a ſhining outward performance, 


without a (imple inward obedience, which is better 
then ſacrifice, Nis valiantneſſe was of no value with 
our God. | 

What may I write to moue you yer more to a 
godly behauiour in warre 2 I will adde this more: 


That God who preciſely commandeth cleanlinefle - 
of bodie in the cawpe,(as we may reade Deut. 23.) Dem.z 


doth he not much more regard cleanlineſſe of ſoule 


in the camper ers Remember then as Holineſffe Plal.zg.s. 
 becometh the Loras houſe for ever, becauſe he ſtkandeth Reut.13; 
' #nthemidſt of the golden Candleſitcks : (o Holineſie be- 
cometh the Lords campe for eacr, becauſe he walketh in Dew.z 3,14, 


the midſt of thy campe to deliner thee, and to giue wp 


 thine.enemies before thee : therefore let thy campe be ho- 


ly,that he ſee no uncleane thing, in thee, and turne away 
from thee, This holdeth in ſpirituallthings, much 
more then in corporall. Our God isa ſpirit, and 
vieweth the ſpirit of man, and requireth ſpirituall 


commandement of God true, and this preſence © 
God true? Yea,they are moſt true. O rhen let Sion 
ſouldiers be Cornelian ſouldiers (ſuch I meane as 


care God and are deuont:) tor this end and purpole ag 10.2.7. 


L heartily wiſh and pray, and aduiſe thar all Sion 
ſouldiers may now and for cuer carneſtly conlider 
of,and diligently labour to get and put on the ſpi- 
rituall Chaine and Armour which now I come to 
deſcribe. I ſhew ir, bur God onely can beſtow it. 


— ,c-- tt i :  —_— 


This Chaine is made of eight heauenly ——_ 


9 
Perſon, 


Gen.q,1.4,5. 


2, 
Cauſe, 


Iol 10, 5.8, 
| Devut,23.4. 


3. 


| Conrage, 


Ioſ.1.6, 
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I hauc here by Gods afliftance colleed eight wor- 


thy things from his owne word (the mouth of the 
Lord hath declared them,) which they that make 
true vie of, ſhall proue true ſouldiers of Ieſus Chriſt 


their heauenly Captain. Euery Chriſtian wuſt haue 


theſe eight linkes (according to their ſeucrall places 
and occalions,) and weare them cloſe together (as 
in achainey) and put on this armour alſo : but ſpec. 
cially cheſe double ſouldiers who fight both..cor- 
porally and ſpiritually, they mult haue double-.care 


tgenioy them graciouſly.Theythat deſpiſe anyone 


of theſelinkes,or any pattofrhis armour, our God 

wil deſpiſe them,and they ſhall be ftoundvnworthy 
of the name of Chriſtian ſouldicrs. God grant that 
ſuch as wake ſhew to fight on his ſide, may in truth 
weare theſe cight worthies (wortby links I meane) 
graciouſly ioyned together,asa ſpirituall chaine a- 
bout their holy necks. Theſe they are. 

Firſt,they muſt conſider of their perſons, how 
they ſtand in Gods fanour.Asthe ſacrifice of a wic- 
ked man is not acceptable to our God, no more is 
his perſon: if not his perſon, then no action which 
he performech. Secondly,they muſt looke to the 
cauſe for which they muſt fight, that it be holy: 
our juſt God will maintaine no vniuſt cauſe. Third- 
ly, they who fight the Lords batte!s, muſt {ce to 
their courage,that it be valiant. He ſends not forth 
cowards to fight for him, but valiant men; and this 
valiantneſle is ſetled ona firme reſolution at all af- 
ſayes. Fourrhly,they muſt conſider of ſuch mercie 
as belongs to Chriſtian ſouldiers, and that muſt be 


abundant ; for our God delights in mercie. Fiftly, 


they 
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they muſt obſerue truth in all their leagues and IM, 
rowiſcs; and that muſt-be vnfained and conſtant. pil. 5.4. 

'l he God of truth louech truth. Sixtly, they muſt , 
haue conſideration of their wages, when to take it .ge.. - 
holily, and when to be without it patiently, Se- Luke 3.14. 
uenthly, they muſt haue care of their ſpiricuall.ar- ,,u;;, 
mour :this armour they muſt put on and keepe on kpc[s.:3. 
for cuer, and not their corporall onely, Eightly and 3; 
laſtly, chey muſt alwayes conſult with their good cnſw/a'en, 
God in al! plots,enterpriſes and ations whatloe. \*%:*%t *+ 
ucr. Ot theſe eight things briefly, according to my 
little skill and ſtrength, 

For the tirſt worthy,that is to ſay,a worthy per- » 


ſon. Sith our glorious God is the God of battell, ©**#2/9/**. 


and ruleth all things therein, both for beginning, 

middle and end; (For of him, and through him,and to Rom.11.36. | 
bim are all things.) How can a ſouldier have any 
bleſling in warre,if his perſon be not loued but ha- 
ted of this a!l-gouerning God 2 Except his perſon 
be tound worthy in that, Worthy of worthics 
Chriſt Ieſus, whereby his conſcience is more and 
wore purified, he is like an outlaw, depriued from 
all comfort in,and proteRtion from the high God. 
As an earthly Courtier can have no likelihood to 
be graced and preferred ( but rather to be diſgra- 
ced and deiedted) if there be cuident rokens thit 
the King of that country abhors him : ſo it is with 


Tit,1.1s5, 


euery fouldier in Gods campe, if his perſon be not 


gracious with that heauenly Captaine of Captains, 

Mccha-l, whoſe great name dec ares his orcatneſle; whe Pkg nw8 

Faith, with a gracious purpoſe of amendment of 

Ute,it God lengthen the dayes, are inward tokens 
D of 
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of Gods fauour toa ſouldiers perſon. The outward 
fignes to be ſcene of men, are, A reall change of 
their old life, for that ſheweth the new birth; Zeale 
for Gods glory,with an vtter deteſtation of all leud 
companie; ang generally a holy cariage and bcha- 
uiour'in words and deeds, gouerned by the word, 
as in Gods preſence. Such ſanRifed ſouldicrs may 
aſſure themſclues that they are well accepted by 
the God of battell,be it by life,be it by death. Ther. 
fore all wicked ſouldiers that are hardened in noto- 
rious vices, are quite excluded (whiles they fo re- 
maine)from all hope that their perſons pleaſe God, 
and thereby haue iuſt cauſe to quake at euery ſound 
of the Trumpet or Drum. This being true (as it is 
molt true) it behoueth Chriſtian ſouldiers to con- 
ſider deeply hereof, and to labour by all meancs 
that their perſons may be gracious in the eyes of 
their God, (yea and to know it and make it known 
by thoſe tokens aboue named, and ſuch other) be- 
fore they put foote to warre, leſt they tall into hor 
rible danger of ſoule and bodie, ſtate and name. 
I write not this to diſcourage any (inner, but rather 
to hearten them more, by becoming holy: I who 
writethis,do acknowledge,that both my ſelfe and 
my fathers houſe,and my owne houſe haue ſinned 
and do finne; but I write it to ſtir vp my lelfe and 
mine in our places, and all Sion ſouldiers in their 
places, to a gracious regard of holinefſe more and 
more; without which,neither can we looke for any 
bleſſing in peace, nor they in battell . Therefore 
that you may proſper in war, leaue off your groſſe 
ſinnes, and comp to the bartell,and ſtand inthe bay 
tc 


— —_— 
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ecll graciouſly and holily , that ſo your perſons 


may be accepted in and by Chriſt Ieſus our Lord. 


Thus much for the firſt conſideration,the firlt link, 
the firſt worthy thing. 
T he ſecond thing for Sion ſouldiers to conſider 
of, is, the cauſe for which they fight, they muſt 
haue a worthy cauſe. A ſouldier (how valiant and 
vertuous ſocuer)who hath no con!tideration of this, 
is inno betcer caſe then his horſe; the horſe goeth 
willingly and hercely to the barrell as wel!- as his 
maſter; looke whither he rides him, thither the 
horſe haſteth ; againſt whom or for what cauſe,the 
beaſt cares not, becaule itis a beaſt; it ſufficeth the 
dumbe creature chat his maſter ſers him forward : 
but this is not enough fora man, eſpecially for a Si- 
on ſouldicr,he may not ſuffer himſelfe to be drawn 
on to war by his owne vainglorie or couctouſnes, 
without duc reſpe& to the cauſe; no nor to becom- 
pelled to war in a cauſe apparently knowne to be 
vnholy and vniuſt. Moſt true it is, that hg muſt go 
to war ſometimes,when wel he knoweth the cauſc; 
nay more thenthar , when he is vtterſy ignorant 
thereof. For ſouldiers may be iuſtly preſled by their 
overnours to take weapon, way and ſhip rowards 
ome exploit which as yet is hidden and vnfitto be 
opened for a ſeaſon. If it be hid continually, then 
they muſt beware of {uſpition, and tudge louingly 


of theirPrince, (Lowe i not ſuſþitions but hopeſull r4- 1.Cor.r3.5.6.7 


ther) &relt f w perſwaded that the cauſe is good, 
Their di)igent ſcarch to know the goodneſle of the 
cauſe,and their defire to fight ina holy cauſe(when 


by any lecrecic in the Princes heart which is deepe and Pro.2 5.3, 


D 2 UB 


3, 
A worthy cauſes, 


Wl 1im,G, I0, 


29 **. A ſpiritual Chaine 
wnſeirchable, or by any luddenneſſe of combat ic 


_ cannot be revealed) is accepted by our good God 


who ſcarcheth the herat , Now if he cannot come 
to an euidenttruth of the iultneſle of the cauſe, yer 
a Centurion ſouldier (ſo 1 call the obedient art a 


 becke) muſt go with all ſpeed, labouring to fight 


with as much courage as if he knew the cauſe tobe 
cuer ſo iuſt; and then our gracious God who ſeeth 
his holy purpole, will take this good hope concei- 
ved of his Deputie in good parr, and take his due 
obedience giuen to his Depurte,as done to himlelt. 
Beware then of fa:ſe whiſperings., which many 
times bring diſobedient murmnrings. Gods Vice- 
gercnt mult not be denicd aide (no nor ſo much as 
grudged at) vpon ſurmiſes and rumors : ſo they 
might haue no heartie vſe at all of ſubicRs for 
maintaining their wars. Howbeit that ſcrious en- 
quiric,that full purpoſe, that heartic delire to fight 
1n a good cauſe (abhorring the contray) ſhould be 
in all Sion fouldicrs. T herefore thoſe ſouldiers 


' ſhew th&Helues to haue ignorant, blockiſth and 


wicked hearts, whocare Bothing at all in what cauſe 
they venture lims and life; much more they who 
hazard themlelues when tne caule is plainly diſcer- 
nedto be bad. It hope of gaine- be their principall 
motiue, then haue they hearts poſſeſſed with the 
roote of all euil!l, Here merccnarie ſouldiers are 
greatly to be reproued, who runne to.and fro (like 
greedie wolues,) and flie hither and thirher (like 
hungrie Fagles)where they may have moſt wages 

wherhcr they tight for God or for the Diuell,they 
care not,{y they may haue mony and ſpoiles. Such 
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as theſe can looke tor no good ſucceſle in the bar.. 
rcll:God torbid thatany Proteſtant touldier ſhould 
be Ut this mercenarie mind . Hence it is that I ad- 
uiſe all godly fouldiers to vic all good meanes to be 
throughly pertwaded ot the goodnes of their caule, - 
that ſo that good God. aad mightie defender of 
right, may ſtand tor them, and that they may ſtand 
ro him with true conrage inthe field. And yer again 


Taduifea gracious ſouldier to iudge the beſt of the 


cauſe, it by thoſe occalions which 1 haue named 
(or the like) he can neuer find the depth of it: for 
he muſt in no wiſe conteſt with his gouernours a- 
bout the cauſe,by ſtanding vpon nice termes, ſhifts 
and cuations. Thus might vawilling ſouldiers find 
ſtore of ſtarting holes to auoide all skirmiſhes . To 
conclude, a Sion ſoldier muſt be zealous.tor a good 


cavſe, and not icalous of a good Prince; he mult vie- 


all good inquilicion, and auoide all euill ſuſpition. 
And thus much forthe ſecond worthy link,namely 
a worthy cauſe. 


Thirdly, (ith all men, though vertnous, godly 3.1% 


Conrasc, 
+» 


and prudent, are not endued with courage fit for 
war, (tor courage is a ſpeciall gift of God) it be« 
houetha true Chriſtian ro conlider how God hath 
ſtirred him vp that way, and nor offer himſelfe to 
wat vpona {ſudden heate or mood in eu-r fo good 
a cauſe, but ſtay ti] he find that the God of bareell 
hath beſtowed a firme couragious heart vpon him, 
without which he is able to do finall good, nay ry- 
ther mitch harme. Faint hearts way fooner diſcom- 
fort others, chen pertorme any acceptable ſeruice 
ax all. Yet thisI ſay the caſe of courage : when 
D 3 any 
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any gocth to warre voluntarily vpon a deceived 
hearr,and then finderth his courage faintz or when 
any that is preſſed co war by his Prince, is oppreſ. 
ſed with feare of the encmic, then lethim do thar 
to obtaine courage, which men ought to doe for 
obtaining wiſedomez boththele deſcend fromthe 
Father of lights. T heretore as Saint /ames ſaich, If 4- 
man lacke wiſedome, let him aske it of God, which g1- 
weth ro all men liberally,and reprocheth no man : (0 b 
I, if any Chriſtian ſouldier want courage, let him 
askc it of God in faich,and for his glorie, not for by 
and bad reſpects; and it then our molt wiſe God 
doth not vouchſate (vpon earneſt petitions)to be- 
ftowthis gift vpon him, ſurely he ſhould do well 
to confeſle hisfaintnefle: and then fuch gracious 
Caprtaines as (ball have fullnotice thereof, {hall do 
well alſo to fend him backe for ſome other emploi-.. 
ment at home. I make no way here for difſemblers 
to wind out of their Princes ſervice : our God can 
giucholy Captaines diſcerning ſpirits, to iudge of 
things in wiſedome: but I ſpeake of ſuch ſouldiers 
whole daſtardly feare is apparently ſeene. Here 
I ſuppoſe that old ru'c of our good Gad is to be 
remembred/and praQtiſed for euer, which faith, 
Let the of ficers ſpeake onto the people, and ſay, whoſce- 
wer us fearful and fainthearted, let him go and rtturne 
unto his bouſe, leſt bis brethrens hearts faint as well as 
his heart : yet I determine nothing hereof,but leave 
it to the godly wiſedome of religious Captaines. 
To go forward now in ſpeaking more fully of 
courage, I muſt put you in mind that this courage 
which hcre I write of, hath alwayesa hol» and no. 
| SE ble 
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ble reſolution fromthe firſt houre to the laſt. What 


reſolution? A Chriſtian reſolution, full of magna- 
 niwitie. A heart,a ſoule,a bodie,fully reſolued and 


prepared for all kinde of extremities, yea death it 


ſelte,which.endethall:a heart,a ſoule, which makes 
the will and teſtament at home,in ſuch ſort as if the 
man were neverto returne to his ſhort home, bur 
tO go (as our phraſe of ſpeech is) to his long home: 
a heart,a ſoule prepared to leaue all in all, and to 
beare all brunts for Chrifthis ſake. When the per- 
{on of aſouldier is once accepted of his Gad in that 
moſt worthy Sonne of his, that Lambe, I ſay, who i 
worthy to receiue power, and riches, and wiſedomeand 
ſtrength, and glorie, and praiſe;then with this reſolu- 
tion. (which is vnſeperable trom that acceptance) 
the Sion-ſouldierdehieth all Gods enemies, deſpi- 
ſcth all dangers, and (after a heauenly maner) de- 


nicth all friends. and himſelfe alſo for Chriſts ſake. 


T hen he ſaith, Lite | looke not tor thy continu- 
ance, Death I teare not thy ſting; Wite, father, mo. 
ther, ſonne,daughter,brother, ſiſter, friend, neigh 
bour, fare you well, [ am reſolued of my courſe; if I 


neuer come againe to.my hovuſe,l haue a houſe,not 


made with hands, prepared for me. By 3 little 


{ſhadow of this couragious reſolution, viz. that it 


was the moſt glorious and bleſſed thing that. could 


be to die for ones country; the old R omanes (who., 
were like-o!d wine, which is better then new) be-4 


came a kind of Lords ouer their owne lives (not 


Reu, 5.12, 


pracleys more. - 
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of Lords alſo over the knowne parts of the world. 
It they could thus reſalue vpon ſo tas _ 
| radia 


_ caring fordeath,) and thereby (at length) a kinde in Fhily, 


Heb,6.17.t0 
the end, 
1,Cor,2.9, 
1, Pet.1,4, 
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ſandie a ground, what maner of reſolution may 
Sion ſouldiers make vpon the molt faithtull pro- 
mile and oath of che God of truth, touching thoſe 


ſurpaſſing ioyes, which the eye hath not ſeen, nor the eare 


heard, nor the heart of man conceined, laid wp and re- 
{erued m flore by our good God for them that loue him, 
& loſe any friends for his ſake,yea and eſpecial'y for 
them that die in his cauſe. It mortall Princesand go- 
ucrnours hold it their renoune to requite their 
Captaines and ſouldiers for their conſtancie and 
courage, how will the immortall God pertorme 
this to his worthies ? If the Romanes could give 
their Torquatus achaine of honour and anaime of 
digniric, (which remaineth to this day, cuen the 
name of a chaine,) what will our God giuc his va- 
l:ant men? Surely both palmes, and garlands, and 
chaincs, and a celeltiall crowne, together with an 
cuerlaſting name in heauen.VVhar 1s it thento loſe 
our country or friends for ſuch a King,ſuch a God? 
What is it to loſe a lim for him ? nay,what is it to 


loſe life it ſelfe for him? Surely it 1s no lofſe, bur 


great advantage. And they who inthis ſort loſe-a 
mortall life, ſhall ind an immortall life. Thercfore 
you Sion ſouldiers take this linke of courage,toge- 
ther with the reſt, for making vpa chaine ot honor 
here, which will procureyou a better chaine then 
the R.omanes could gine their 7Torguarus, O pre- 
pare to come from home with reſolued courag'!ous 
mindes. And therefore prepare to come alſo with 
rclolued hearts, to behave your ſelucs ſo as becom- 
meth Chriſtians, in all maner holineſle : otherwiſe 
doc not looke to obtaine true reſolved conrigh 
rom 
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from our God. For this heancaly reſolution can 
neuer enter into the heart of a wicked man ; be- 
cauſe our God hath threatned,yea and aſſured him 
the quite contrary, (cuen cuerlatting puniſhment 
with the Diuell and his Angels) except he repeat, 
except he amend, except he be new borne, except 
he preſent his bodie aliuing ſacrifice, holy ana accepta- pm vs, 
ble to God : which things 1t by the grace of our moſt 
gracious God he pertorme, then {hail he be more 
valiant then any giant, then (hall he not feare the 
' face of anyenemic, bur ſtrike and dath to peeces 
the jaw bones of Gods toes; flee at them like a Dra. 
gon, and teare them like a Lion, (becauſe the Liow  , 
of the Tribe of Tuda is with him.) Such (culdiersas ©? © 
theſe haue no cauſe to feare any enemies, becauſe 
they feare God, and haue him for their friend . If 
they die,they die in great honor, becauſe they die 
for God,and in God,and to God: if they liue, they 
live in great honorr, both tor their good life, and 
for their true valour, T'rue valour,l ſay, that is ſtir- 
red vp by a calme and religious minde to fight for 
the rruth. Deſperate reſolutions proceed not from 
Chriſtian forcirude, but from raſh furie. It is not 
brainſick venturing in mad moods, drunken veins, 
and furious fits, that inakes a worthy ſouldicr, a 
noble ſouldier in life and death : by ſuch venturing 
thou maiſt venture vpon, and enter into hell. As it 
is in Martyrdome, fo it is in battell: The cauſe, not 
the torment, maketh a Martyr.R ight ſo, a good lite 
lead in peace, nor a bad litc loſt in warre , makes a 
bleſſed ſouldier at his death in the fields. Let Sion 
ſouldiers therefore be reſolued vpon true valour, 

| E then 
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then may they ſtand to it with courage, becauſe 
they (tand vpon acettaintie. They ſhall be certaine 


cither of. a glorious victorie 1n lite,or of a more glo« 
_ rious vitorie by death.Such fouldiers arc far more 


reſolute for Sion, then euen the ancient Romanes 
were for old Rome,orthe new ones can be for new 
Babylon. Such warriers are indeed more excellent 
conquerers then cuer the molt excellent Romanes 
were. For by Chriſt Ieſus their Captaine, they be- 
core ſpiricuall conquerers of the whole world,yea 
of the flc{h,and (in,and death, and diuell, and hell, 
T heſe be truly couragious and truly reſolued foul- 
dicrs, Thus much for the third worthy, namely a 
reſolute courage. 


worcky, Mercie, T he fourth worthy thing to be conſidered of 


Sion ſouldiers,is Mercie. Aibeit a ſacred ſouldicr 
muſt be couragious and valorous, and that in ſuch 


ſort as tolay about him moſt manfully, without 


reſpect of the life of any whoſocucr , rather then 
put his owne lite, and his countries, and his cauſe 
in danger: yet on the other (ide, there are times 
when,and perſons to whom mercy mult be ſhewegd. 


rt Sam 15,22. I pleade not here for Agags, nor tor Zeba's and Zales 


Iudg 2.21, 


Eenhadal. 
s. King 


munnas,whom the Lord will haue deſtroyed (prin- 
cipall irreconcilable encmies,)ſuch muſt find no fa. 
uour: the blood which they haue mercileſſe ſpilt, 
cricth out for their blood without mercie. But the 
thing which I would ſay,is this;Such as are miſ-led 


2,Saw.15 11, jgnorantly (like thoſe two hundred whom A6bſalos 


abuſed) mercie is due to them: Such as before haue 


| ſhewed mercie to others, mercie is due to them. If 


Zeba and Za/munna had been mercifull vato G:de- 


LY 
3] 
J 
- 


WT Y 


 » for Sion ſoaldiers. 


them. Babel was commanded to leaue her throne, 


and fitin the duſt, becauſe ſhe ſhewed no mercie to . 


the Lſraclites, but laid a very heauic yoke vpon the 
ancient. The like is ſaid alſo of the chi!dren of E. 


red without any danger of preſent or furure harms 
(cbrough their trechery or multitude,) it is better 
roſhew mercie there then rigor, Matrons and vir- 


gins (vnleſle they hauebin like Jeſ«be/) ir. is good. 


(in {acking ot townes} to ſhew mercie to them; 
whom to haudle in the leaſt vnchaſte waner,'ct the 
thought thereef be far from all Sion ſouldiers.The 
great huffing Harlot (mother of the Stues) leauc 
villanie to her ſonnes : fie vpon ſuch filrhineſſe, let 
it not once be named among Proteſtant ſouldiers, 
but rather giuing of thanks for the vitorie, More- 


-ouer yong children,if there be any kinde of hope 
to ſtay them by the word, it ispitic to ſlay them 


by the ſword. The aged (whohaue not bin,nor are 
like to be ſpeciall counſellers againft God and his 
children) it is good to ſhew mercie to them,(neuer 


inſulting ouer the miſerable, but pittying their cale- 


rather.) Herein I would haue all Sion ſouldiers vt- 
terly to abandon the horrible inſtru&tions of thar 


infamous Florentine Machianel, who perſwadeth 


coall crueltic; eſteeming Chriſtian trercie to come 
froma filly ſimple mince, vnfit for a valiant man. 


This {corner derideth humilitie and meckneſle,pa- 


tience and gentlenefle, eſteeming that they do not 


_ become manhood, but make Chriſtians much'infe- 
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mercie is due to them. Such captiues as may be { pa- _= 37. 
c 


Math.s.12, 

Luke 6.36, 
Mica 7.18, ; 
Mat.5.7. 


Mumb,1243. 


” 


A ftirituall Chaine 
riour to the Barbarians in courage, and that it 
breedeth nothing but dafſtardlineſle. A fit ſchoole. 
maſter tor Satans ſonnes. In particular therefore 
I ioyne with all good Chriſtians in branding our 


this firebrandothell, and in admonitſhing all, eſpe- 
cally ſouldiers,to learne of our bleſſed Sauiour,that 


moſt. mceke Lambe and gentle Douc. Let his ſay- 
ings be frequent in your mouthes and ſctled in 
your ſouls. Amongſt others,remember theſe which 
tollow, ſome whercof proceeded from his owne 
moſt bleſſed mouth, and all of them from his ſa- 
cred Spirit: Ds as thon wouldeſt be done unto: Be mere 
cifull as your heauenly father « mercifull. Mercie plea- 
ſeth onr Ged,. Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall ob. 
taine mercie. Let none thinke thatmercie and man« 
hood, courage and kindnefle ,, courtecfie and chi. 
ualric, might and meckneſle, cannot dwell toge- 
ther. True courage hath pietie, and pictic hath pit« 
tie, T his mixture was ſeene in Moſes,amoft valiant 
Captaine,yer the meekeſt man of that world.It was 
ſeene alſo in noble Toſnzyca and many worthy pat- 
rernes there are left vs of great valiantneſle and 
great mercie ioyned together in Chriſtian Empe. 
rours, Kings and Capraines, as Conflantine, Valen. 
tinian, Charlemaine, Charles the fift, and our King 


Henrie the filt (crowned in Paris.) What ſhallI ſay 


more: Time would be too ſhort to reckon vp many 
other valiant, yet mecke and merciful} Chriſtians, 
As they who in their vocations do kill beaſts to ſu- 
Raine the life of man, are not thereby made the 
more cruell to man if they be ſpiritually minded, 
{ the fleſhly I conteſlſe.may thence be fleſhed to 
hardnes 
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'  hardnesof heart;) no more are holy fouldiers made 

| ſauage by embruing their bands in the blood of 
many bealtly foes. As they whe inthe old Law kil- 

ted bcaſts continually for ſacrifices, were not there. 

by made bloody hearted: no more are thoſe Soul- 

diers who pcrforme an acceptable worke to our 


; God,by ſhedding the blood of. his enemies, theres 
| by made fierce to his friends: No, no, they conti- 
q nue innocent-like Doues, and milde as Lambes. 
| Thoughthei# banners be red, their manners be 
j white. Though their ſwords be bloody,their words 


be gentle.and their deeds louely. And thus ſhould 

Sion Souldiers ſtriue to make a difference between 

the VWhoreof whores bloodie-ſouldiers and them- 

ſelues: theſe like our God full of mercie;thoſe like 

the King-killing Locuſts, and like Satan full of 

l maſſacres. So much for the fourth worthy linke; 

*s Onely adding that all the matters here named con= 

cerning warlike mercie,muſt ftill be weighed inthe 

ballance of Chriſtian wiſedome., .with due regard. 

firſt to the word of our God , then to time, place, 

1 occaſion, circumſtance and perſon; each of which. 

I leaue tothe holy diſcretion of prudent Captains 

and Souldiers.. | 

_. Thefiftworthy link; the fift worthy thing I {ay, 
for ſacred Souldicrs toconlider of and. prattiſe,is, T1 f/rwerehy] 
Truth in all leagues,cathes and promiſes. The very hea &># Truh, 
then had greatcare of this: how much.more ſhould - 
Chriſtians reſpe&t-it. Students know: what T1 wlly "ens in Tal, 

wrote of Regulus, namely how being ae libertie, & * * we, 

giuing promiſe either to reſeaſ2 certaine captiues 

or returnc;. made choice to.come backe, yea to ex- 
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treme torments for his promiſe ſake. Let the e-- 
quiuocating,diſlembling,double taced,double dea- 
ling Whore ot the world and her vaſſals (whom ſhe 
teacheth rodificmble by mearall reſeruations and 
blaſphemous abuſe of that place of Scripture, Aa4y 
ſorne give me thy heart, and it ſufthceth;) ler chem 
be infamous astheyare, tor breaking ail bonds of 
truth: but let Proteſtant ſouldiers binde faſt and 
kceepe faſt rhele bonds though it ſhould be totheir 
great ſeeming loſle, our good God MI! requite ir; . 
and it 5nolofle to gaine his fauour, though with 
lofle. We may be depriued of ſome remporall com. 
fort(which might notwithſtanding hauc turned to 
our diſcomforr;) but the inward ioy of Gods Spirit 
by obeying him, is of more valve then any gaine, 
eſpecially the gaine of vngodlinefle. Remember 
that although this truth is to be kept by all perſons 
at all times and places,and in all vocations, yet ſpe- 
cially among Princes,Generals, Capraines and ſoul- 
diers in warre. My reaſon 1s this: In peace the mat-. 
ters betwecne wan and man are moſt commonly 
touching lands and houſes or goods, by ſome kind 


| of contraR,bargain,ſale or exchange, none of theſe 


do reach to the lite of man dire&ly:albeit then that 
the breach of word in theſe caſes may doe great 
harme, yet I ſay againe it toucheth notlifez and 
withall it extends it ſelfe either toone perſon only, 
or to one houſhold onely , or to ſoine few perſons 
or houſholds : but the breaches of promiſe in war, 
arc of ſo large extent,as that that they ſtretch to the 
ſpoile ofa whole armic, ſometimes of a whole coun- 


trie, even forall in all, (goods, houſes, lands, lives, 
what 
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' what not?) Therefore theſe breaches of promiſe 
are like che breaches of the ſea into the maine land, 


which carrie downe all before them, and leaue no _ 


: place, no building, no perſon varoucht, ouerwhe!- 
ming Churches:it is not thus in the breach of pro- 
miſe in ciuill contratts and bargaines in peaccable 
times at home. Hereby I go not about toextenuate 
the leaſt failing in common promiſes with the mea. 
neſt ſort of people : for Gods children ſhould be 
very wary to proivile no more then they are willing 
and in all likelihood ableto performe, And though 
their purpole be cuer ſo-good,yet if the plots taile, 
if the paiment come ſhort, they are to be gricued 
tor it, and to endeuour by all-poſhble meanes to 
giue ſatistation, and not onely ſo,butthen withall 
they muſt be abundantly wary that they fall nor 
into thelike againe. A deare child of God may be 
ouertaken in thele ciuill things, ſometimes by his 
owne proie&s mifling, ſometimes by others decei- 
uving him, ſometimes by ſudden loſſes or croſles, 
which fall out to the ſonnes of men: but they muſt 
take hced of wilfull defrauding any of their goods, 
and much more of craftie cozening anddeceiuing, 
- & they muſt carefully make reſtitution by all good 
induſtrie and frugalitiez- and rhey mult alſo tor e- 
uer after be the more warie how they borow.Con- 
ſider now of the caſes in warre. Conſider I ſay of 
the breaking of leagues,vowes and oathes amongſt 
wicked men in martiall matters. You ſhall find that 
moſt of them are Machiauillian & Ahitophel plots 
made of purpoſe, cuen as artificers make nets to 
- catch wilde beaſts. Do not imitate them. Deale you 
| plainly, 
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plainly,truly, ſincerely and righteouſly with all ſorts | 
of people, friends and foes, Our holy forefathers - | 
haue bin highly carefull of plaine dealing, and. ſo 
lervs. 7oſus that right valiant Captaine, and all the 
Princes with him, gaue a notable patterne of this 
plaine dealing any true dealing inghe caſe of rhe 
Gibeonites,though they wrought craftily. TheIC 
raelites were commanded to ſpare no ſuch neare 
neighbours as the Gibeonites were, yet having 
made a promiſe to them ſuddenly,they teared more 
to breake that old rule of truth , thar rule I fay of 
promiſe keeping, then this new rule of worldly po- 
|  licie, in killing ſuch as might be goades in their ſides 
'T! anathornes in their eyes. This patterne let all true. 
Fi. | Chriſtian ſouldicrs imitate, and not prefer poſtike 
I! | crueltie before Proteſtant innocencie. As each 
| godly policie may be vſed againſt wicked enemies, 
q. ſo all kind of piety muſt be praiſed towards them, 
; | x We muſt repay good for euill,and not cary reuen- 
7. ging mindes. If reuenge be euil,how cuill isit when 
'F | a Chiriſtian ſhall breake all bonds of promiſes giue, 
's | of purpole to breake into reuenge by craft. T his is 
| vtterly euill. As Z:ſu4 and the. Nobles were and are 
juſtly to be commended for that famous example 
of keeping promiſe, ſo Sauls ſonnes were worthily 
hanged (along time after) euen for that very pra- 
miſe broken with ſome of the Gibeonites. Con(i- 
der that our God is the God of truth, yea truth it 
ſelte 3 his ſonnes the ſonnes of truth, and our Pro- 
teſtant Religion the Religion of truth: but contra- 
riwiſe, Satan is the father of lying from the begin- 
ning,all his Popiſh leſuited ſonnes 1ying children, 


CE 


and 
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and their Religion a Religion of lies. T herfore ſtill 
I ſay, letall Proteſtants and Proteſtant ſouldiers a- 
boue all continue in all truth as touching leagues, 
promiſes and oathes. Let Sion fouldiers excell in 
that vertue (truth I ſay) whoſe oppoſite vice (fall- 
hood) is moſt proper to all winding, ſhifting, tur- 
ning whores, and to Rome aboucall. Letall Pro- 
reſtant ſouldiers abhor that vice,and procure a moſt 
bleſſed name of caretull and ſure keeping all their 
- oathes, leagues and promiſes, that ſo they may (in, 
by and through ChriſtIeſis our Lord) obtaine the 
promile of reſting in Gods holy mountaine, when pg ;«, 
that whore and her baſtard ſeed (who make a pra- 
ile wilfully,willingly and purpoſely to breake all 
promiſes with Proteſtants) ſhall be chrowne into 
the ſea of deſtruQtion, yea the bottomlefle lake, ex- 
cept repentance be giuen them. To conclude this 
pointer vs(euen all Proteſtants) carefully imitate 
.our.bleſſed. Lord and Sauiour Iefus Chriſt in a'l 
truth, and abhor that whore: ot Rome his enemie, 
_ eſpecially for her falſhood. And ſoI conclude the 
' toyning of this fiftlinke to the reſt,namely, Truth 
in all leagues,oathes and prowiles. | 

The fixt worthy linke,is Contentednes,[ ſay cone rhe fve worthy 
 tentedneſle with theirpay: and this according to —_ ? 
_ Tohn Baptiſts aduertiſement, Do violence to no man, mag ag ; 
' weither accuſe any man falſly, and be content with your Luke 3.4- 
wages.The want of this worthy link,is a chiefe cauſe 
why ſo many make ſuch hauocke and waſte in war 
(againſt all lawes of God and man, ) as ſheweth 
them to be vtterly vaworthy of this high caliing 


of a {ouldicr, As wicked ſonnes wil not ſtay tor their 
| F fa- 
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farhers goods till rhey comme to it by their gift or 


death, but robbe them in their lite time : fo wicked 


ſouldiers wil not ſtay for ſpoiles till cheir heauenly 
Father bach brought their toes to death or flight, 
but they will vſc —_ and polling by and by, yea 
and ſometimes killing and ranſacking (not of toes 
onely,bur of friends alſo) as ſoone as. they get the 
name of ſoldiers.Thele counterfersare the.cauſe of __ 
that ill report which generally is brought vp euen 
vpon all ſouldiers,how holy ſoeuer, Howbcit it is 
the dutie, and it will be the wiſedome of all good 
people to lay.the blame where it ought to be laid, 


| and not to traduce and blot the innocent; let the - 


wicked beare his owne diſgrace. Qur God 'will not 
haue a good ſonne to beare the ignominie of his fa. 

thers favitz and ſhall a good ſouldier bearc the ſpor 
of his wicked fellows ſin? This is vniuſt. Learn you 
and praRiſe you the gracing of ſacred ſoldiers: 
they watch for you when you ſlcepe: they fare hard 
for you, when you teaſt: they endure extreme cold 
and heate, when youare incaſe and place to pro- 
curc comforts and remedies both waycs: they want 
the mutuall ſocictic of their deareſt friends, when 
youare in-the mid(t of them: yeaand diuerstimes 
they lacke that bleſſing of bleffings, the word prea- 
ched (by tumults and toſſings) when you enioy it 
abundantly : and laſtly they hazard their liues for 
you, as well as for themſelues, when you fit vnder 
your owne vinesin all ſafetie and plentie. Requite 
not the good ſort of ſouldiersſo 111, as.to diſgrace 
them with vile perſons,and to ioyne them with rio- 
tous and rakehels.. To whom ſhall.I reſemble ſuck 
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. a wicked generation? Surely ſuch wicked ſouldiers 


in war, are like-E/zes riotous ſonnes in peace, what- 
ſocuer cheir luſting heart deſireth , thar their thee- 


_ uith hands will wreſt, without any reſpe& of iuſtice, 
law,order, feaſon,age or ſexe : but gracious ſouldi. 
' ers,who feare the great God of Iracl, will be as wel 


contented with competent pay in war, as any poore 
threſher,hedger or ditcher in peace; fo far wil they 
be from hurting any, as that they will rather de- 
fend their neighbours goods ( innocents goods) 
from the violence of others who make-no conſci- 
ence of their wayes. No doubt-but good David 
taught his ſouldiers this doctrine, - and kept them 
in this diſcipline : yea and it way well appeare thar 
they followed his inſtrutions. Nabals ſeruant con- 
feſſed their aboundant kindneſſe,» yea fo far as to 
be a wall to them.both by.day and night. This was 
a rare example,. quite contrary tothe cuſtome of 
moſt ſouldiers now adayes, who take robbing and 
rifling as a part of their wages; ſo as when they re- 
ceiue preſſe mony, they cſteeme that they recciue 
alſo a large licence to take all maner commodities 
fromall ſorts. of people ( without any regard of 
Gods eye orfeare of his fiyord, ) ſpoile they will, 
rob they wil (tiow,when, whom,they care not) as 
they go to war, inthe time of war, and as they re- 
turne from battell, Theſe are Sathans takers, right 


 Shabeans.God forbid that any Proteſtant ſouldiers 


ſhould euer vſe this riot, this crueltie: nay rather - 
ler them be well contented with-ſuch pay as our 
God allotterh them: yea and letthem haue more 


contentedneſle then this alſo, or elſe they be not 
I, g1a- 


